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NOTICES 


tsk leave to introduce a 
. Leggett. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention | 
to ask leave to introduce a joint resolution author- | 


OF BILLS. 


bill for the relief of Thos. 


izing the Secretary of the Interior to commute the 
payment of certain Choctaw annuities. 


REPORT FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on For- | 
eirn Relations, to whom was referred the bill for! 


therelief of the personal representatives of William 


A, Slacum, deceased, reported it without amend- | 


ment. 


BINDING OF 
Mr. BORLAND. I 


mittee on Printing, to w 


resolution of the House 


DOCUMENTS. 

am directed by the Com- 
hom was referred a joint 
providing for the binding 


of certain documents, to report the resolution with- 
out amendment, and to recommend its adoption by 
the Senate. I ask that the resolution may be read, 


as then I have a remark 
The PRESIDENT. 


come up for action. 


or two to make upon it. 
The resolution has not 


Mr. BORLAND. Then I move that the reso- 


lution be taken up now. 


The PRESIDENT. 


It requires unanimous 


consent. If there be no objection the resolution 


will be taken up. 

The joint resolution 
time, and considered by 
tee of the Whole. 


was then read a second 
the Senate as in Commit- 


It provides that all the Executive documents of 


which additional copies 


have been ordered to be 


printed, which shall not contain less than two hun- 
dred and fifty pages, shall be bound, under the di- 
rection of the Joint Committee on Printing, pro- 
vided the cost thereof shall not exceed 12! cents 


per volume. 


Mr. BORLAND. Before proceeding with the 
remarks which I have to offer, [ desire to submit 
an amendment, which is necessary, in order to Bive 
the effect intended, to the resolution as it came 


|] door—I will not say to fraud, for | make no such 


‘Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to || charge against any parties—but at all events, we 


|| they were brought in by the contractor. The 


|| make this examination, &c., of these documents, 


some extenuating circumstances in relation to this 
matter, to the benefit of which these contractors 
opened such a door as let in upon us, if not in- || are entitled. The large editions of documents 
vited, culpable disregard of the terms and condi- || which are published go to the binders in a state 
tions cf the contract. The binding was greatly || which precludes and absolutely prevents the bind- 
| inferior to the kind stipulated for, and it proved || ing of the documents in that manner in v 
impracticable to hold the contractors to their con- 
tract. 


ich they 
would be bound if the sheets were dry and in a 


é different state of preparation when they » to be 
In justification of myseif, I feel bound to state a || bound. If a document is bound while the speeta 
factin this connection. Under that contract, which || are yet moist, it will after bindine shrink, and it ean- 


| Seemed as stringent as it was possible to make it, 
so far at least as words and obligations could go, 
| I, as chairman of the Committee on Printing, had 

to examine and pass upon these documents when 


awed to 


e distinction be- 


not be so well bound as it can 4 Lye 


lie till the sheetsare dry. Hence 


tween thisand ordinary binding. But if Senators 
willlook at the documents which have been bownd, 
and particularly that mass to which allusion has 


| work at first was nearly up to the contract, and || been made, I think they will be found to be of a good 


the committee agreed to receive it notwithstanding || quality. It should be borne in mind that the sum 
it was a little below the quality stipulated for. which we pay for the binding of all these docu- 
But the next batch of documents was so badly || ments is but twelve and a h cents per volume. 


printed, and especially so badly bound, that, as 


j It is a matter in which, individually, I fee! ho par- 
chairman of the committee, I considered it my 


ticular interest; but still | am decidedly of opinion 


| duty to reject them. The committee at first sus- || that while we publish large editions of the various 

tained me in the course I pursued; but notwith- || works to which I have alluded, it is desirable that 
| standing this decision, those having the work to | we should put them into a state in which they may 
| do, persevered in doing it in the manner | have || be preserved, and fog that reason | shall vote for 


mentioned. Documents were piled up in the docu- 
ment rooms, appeals were made to the members 
| of the committee, and others of the Senate and 
House, and my rejection, at first sustained, was 
overruled, and thus we were imposed upon by this 
inferior work. Under the joint resolution under 
which the committee was formed, and the subse- 
| quent resolution for binding, made it my duty to 


the resolution. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the fu 
sideration of the resolution be postponed until 
Monday next. It is interfering with a 
off the morning business. 

Mr. BORLAND. I have no objection to the 
postpone ment of it. I would be glad to have it 
vostponed indefinitely. 

Mr. H AMLIN. ‘Let it fo over until Mond: V. 
and the binding. That | performed that duty Mr. BORLAND. I hope that will not be done, 
faithfully, I believe no one will question; and yet, | for [ shall not be here on Monday next, and I 
under the operation of the persuasion of the con- | should like to be present when the resolution is 
tractor, my decisions were overruled and*the con- |; again considered. 
tract was thus trampled under foot. I believe, sir, Mr. MANGUM 


} 
ner cone 


a eutung 


Well, then, say Monday 


most decidedly, that such a system of contracting 
| as that of which we have already had experience, 
will result in nothing better than putting méney 
into the hands of speculators; that infertor work 
| will be done, and that the Senate and the country 


week. 


Mr. BORLAND. Yes; Monday week. That 


will do. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Maneum to postpone the further consideration 


from the House. The amendment isto insert the 
word *‘of,”’ after the word *‘ that”’ in the first line. 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 


it was adopted. 


Mr. BORLAND. I 


am opposed to the resolu- 


tion,and I will briefly state the reasons of my op- 
position. This resolution proposes to adopt the 
same course with regard to binding public docu- 
ments, that was adopted last session. And I ask 
the attention of Seriators to this matter, because it 
is one especially affecting their convenience, as well 
as the interests of the country, so far as the print- 
ing and binding of the documents are concerned. 
At the last session a resolution was adopted by 
which it was agreed to bind all the public docu- 


ments of a certain size. 


At that time it was sup- 


posed that this course Would greatly increase the 
value of the documents by enabling us to keep 
them in better preservation. The practical work- 


ing of that resolution, however, was the very re- | 


verse of what was intended by the adoption of it. 


So far from facilitating the work, and so far from | 


rendering the documents more valuable by placing 
them in a better condition for preservation, the 


reverse of this was the case. And one of the prin- || 


cipal causes of the long delay which we expe- 
rienced in obtaining these documents was, that the 


binding required considerable additional time. As | 


t consequence of this, we have not yet received all 
the documents which were ordered last session of 


Congress. 


There is another ground of opposition, to which 
desire to refer. This proposition for binding the 


documents opened another door for additional im- | 
position upon the Senate and the country by pro- 
ing another case of failure to comply with the | 


vid 
terms of the contract. 


We all well know the infe- 


rior character of the work which was done under 


Contract during the last two or three years in the || 


way of printing. That 


was bad enough. We had 


submitted to imposition enough, and difficulty 
enough, in getting the documents printed; and 


when we agreed to have them bound we opened a 


9 


will thus be imposed upon. Money will be taken 
out of the Treasury which will not go to subserve 
| the public interest, and the pockets of speculators 

will be filled with it. Sir, 1 am opposed to such a 
| system. We may not, perhaps, get clear of the 
| whole of the evil, because we must have printing 
done; but here, I think, is a door which has been 
opened to imposition, and which | think may now 
| be effectually closed, and with great advantage to 

the public. At any rate I, for one, cannot agree 


of the joint resolution until Monday week; and it 
was decided in the affirmative. 


MONARCHICAL Versus CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. WALKER. l desir« to take up the reso- 
lutions which | had the honor of introducing the 
other day, with the view of moving that they be 
printed. "| refer to the resolutions of inquiry ad- 
dressed to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


to a proposition of this sort, because I feel fully ||" reference to our foreign policy, 1 make this 
convinced that we will not get the work done with- || ™Otion, because I discover that there is some mis- 


apprehension existing, not only in the minds of 
Senators, but also in the public mind, tn reference 
to what these résolutions are. In one of the pa- 
pers published in this city, the Union—towards 
will not be sustained in my duty; and so far as || Which I entertain the most cordial feeling, as well 
the committee is concerned it will avail nothing to || #8 towards. the publishers of that paper, and Tam 
protect the Treasury and the public. é | very confident that they do not feel oth 
Mr. HAMLIN. I concur in many of the sug- || Wards myself—I find this statement: 
gestions which have fallen from the chairman of ait. Welker introduced a recttution dectaring t the true 
the Committee on Printing; yet as to the propriety om? is dev eotanedl Mamentt.? —— 
of adopting the resolution which the House has 


out great delay and greater imposition. As chair- 
;}man of the committee I am unwilling to perform 
this duty, because I know quite well in advance 
| what will be the consequences, I know that | 


wise to- 


t interven 


wee 


. . I have also been inc uired of by Senators, and 
| sent to us, I do not agree at all with him. [am ||. i ot hex. 
eae ; 3 ; , indeed by several others, whether my rv uons 

inclined to think, while we print extraordinary st a ; 1 
eas P >.> || were absolute, and declaratory of the policy of the 
| numbers of the President’s message, and the Pat- , : ae ; ; 

United States, or whether they were merety reso- 


| ent Office reports, and various other reports from 
|| different Departments of the Government, contain- 
\| ing valuable and useful information to the country, 
| that it is desirable to preserve them, and put them 
in a state of preservation for distribution through- 
| out the country. It is very true, I believe, that in 
but few if any instances where contracts have been 
made by Congress, have the contractors been made || 
to comply strictly with their contracts. Indeed, 
I know of none that have been literally complied 
with. I think, however, if Senators will take the 
trouble to examine the matter, they will find that 
these binders have better complied with their con- The PRESIDENT. There is a joint resolu- 
|| tract than almost any other contractors*with Con- || tion upon the table in relation to the act granting 
\| gress. I know of no contractors who have fulfilled || bounty lands to soldiers who have been engaged 
their contracts so faithfully as these binders have | in the service of the United States. It will now 
done. And, sir, let me say further, that there are |} be read a second time. 


lutions of inquiry. The resolutions hemselves 
having relation toa very important subject, and 
finding this misapprehension prevailing regarding 
them, I desire that they may be printed, in order 
that there may no longer be any misapprehension 
about them, and that their phraseology may be sub- 
mitted to the most careful examination and scrutiny. 

The motion to take up the resolutions was agre ed 
to, and they were then ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 
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The resolution was accordingly read. 1] THE LIBERATION OF ABD EL KADER. PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 

Mr. BORLAND. Is the resolution open to \\ The joint resolution requesting the President of On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 
amendment? : : || the United States to interpose the friendly offices || Ordered, 'That the petition of the heirs of John Trelang 

The PRESIDENT. It is open to amendment, ape 


of this Government with the President of the Re- || 0n the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 


unless it be referred. ___ || publie of France in behalf of the liberation of || C!#™s- 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. This whole subject is || Abd el Kader, came up in its order, was read the |} STEAMSHIP PROMETHEUS., 
a yr a lay oe eter | second time,and was then passed over. | On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 
ee on ) ’ . § »Le t} +n , T ; } 1" - : 
; : 7 cat : | PRINTING OF THE JOURNAL, &C, j Ordered, That the message of the President of the Ups. 
ae a ‘ . ~~ a 3 . ‘ ee , ; le United 
ne iaoke ‘ockehane aansae a Maliene The resolution providing for the printing of ad- || 5ttes, communicating, in compliance with a resolution of 
Cc Liat 8, é 22 7G ) 2po av. . 


the Senate, information in relation to the firing into and 


ditional copies of the Journa! and pw documents, by a B 
¥ a British 


: ‘ | seizure of the American steamship Prometheus, 
| was read a third time and passed. 


‘Tuesday next. 1 think, therefore, it would be bet- | 
d | vessel of war, transmitted to the Senate the } 


ter to let this resolution lie over until the commit- | ee hee : te A7th instant, be 
| pat: | referred to the ( tee sign Relations 
tee who have this bill under consideration make | CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION. |} Fedeared to Hye Commusmean Ferien Relations. 


their report; and when it is made it will most prob- Mr. UNDERWOOD. I havea matter to bring || MESSRS. FOSTER AND WHITNEY’S REporr, 
ably be matured in such a way as to make the || before the Senate for which I have a precedent in On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 
wholg matter satisfactory. 1 therefore think it ad- the casee of Mrs. Worth. Mrs. Alexander, of Ordered, That of the additional number of copies of the 


visible to postpone the subject for the present. Kentucky, is the only daughter of George Madi- ge co ~ Se of eta to be printed 
Mr. Be RL ND. I quite agree with the Sena- || son, late Governor of Kentucky. She represents enaeee ara bethe Guinatiitente of the G2 a 

. . : : : 1e . 3 

tor from Kentué®y; but I have an amendment || that her father, being captured and taken prisoner || Land Office. reneral 


which I wish to propose to the bill when it comes || and being carried to Quebec, never received com- || Gp pRK TO THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 


e : . : > ; ry . , 7 ; , 
up fer consideration, and which I wish to be re- |; pensation, and no provision was made for his fam- increta a ‘ , 
ferred to the committee with the other papers. || ily. I move that the papers be withdrawn from ||. Mr. ae PER reneraes the following resolu- 
‘The amendment was read, as follows: || the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- || oS wak re as considered by unanimous consent, 
a : ce ie |; and agreed to: 
Be it further resolved, That in all cases where the militia, || Mitte on Pensions, sO that this lady may be put || Resolved, Thatthe C ‘eee on Fi 
or volunteers, or State troops, were called out under the | upon the same footing as other ladies, being the || esolved, £ hat the Committee on Finance be authorized 


to employ a clerk during the present session, who shal} re- 


requisition of the Secretary of War, or of any officer of the representative of a distinguished man, who, it is ceive the usna) compensdiion 


United States Army duly authorized, and whose services : a : : - 
, ; je || said, lost his life b isease contracte ser- 
have been recognized and paid by the United States, shall | om y d ntracted in the ser 


be considered as having been in the service of the United || VICe of his country. BILLS INTRODUCED. 4 
tates, and shall be entitled to the benefit of the act of || The PRESIDENT. Has anyreport been made || Mr. SEWARD, according to previous notice, 
which these resolutions are explanatory. !! in this case? 3 asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to say a sinzle word || Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe that a favor- || Telief of Thomas H. Leggett; which was read a 
in reply to the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. || able report has been made, but I am not quite first and second time by — title, and referred to 
Unperwoop,] and that is, that this bill passed the |, certain. : the Committee on Commerce. _ 
Committee on Public Lands in both branches of Leave was given to withdraw the papers, and Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, by unanimous 
Congress last session, but by some means or other || they were referred to the Committee on Pensions. || Consent, asked and obtained leave to bring Ina 
it failed between the two Houses. I believe it has THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. joint resoldtion for the relief of Alexander P. Field, 
also passed the Committee on Public Lands this The Senate then resumed the consideration of ee ee Territory, and marecies; 
session. the special order, being the resolution submitted which was read a first and second time by its title, 


ry. 7 s~arr yr : . - : . 1] , arre ats itte ‘) £ . 
The PRESIDENT. No, it was introduced on || by Mr. F ooTe, declaring the compromise measures and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


MANQGU aie . ; 
leave. | a definitive settlement of the questions growing out a aa ~ ee to previous notice, 
Mr.SHIELDS. Well, itis the same bill which || of the subject of slavery. ® as ced and obtaine¢ ‘ eave to bring In a bill for the 
vassed the committees of both Houses last session, A debate ensued, to which Mr. Ruert and Mr. relief of John R. Bryan, administrator of Tsanc 
ee failed by some means which I cannot explain. |; Foorr were the parties, which occupied the Senate Garretson, deceased, late a purser in the United 


s ~ T , r ° r 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to state to my |) until near the usual hour of adjournment. And States Navy; which was read a first and second 
friend from Illinois that the Committee on Public || for which see A ypendix. |; Sime by unanimous consent, and, with the papas 
Lands have an amendment under consideration, Mr. HOUSTON then rose and said, thatas the | on the files of the Senate, referred to the Commit- 
which itis of some consequence to be matured, and || day was so far advanced he should prefer to take tee on Naval Affairs. 


which will probably be done next week. That || an earlier portion of the day on Monday, if it met || REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


amendment is to make the locations which have || with the approval of the Senate. My. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
taken place on land warrants assignable as well as The suggestion was assented to, and on motion Lands, to whom was referred the bill to authorize 


the warrants themselves. There are, also, some | the Senate proceeded to the consideration of Ex- 
other amendments in contemplation; and I have |) ecutive business; and after some time spent therein 
some information, derived from the Commissioner || the doors were reopened, and, 


of Public Lands, which I propose laying before || ‘The Senate adjourned. || opening a canal to connect the waters of the Illi- 
the Committee. Now, although this resolution in 


: ap | nois river with those of Lake Michigan, reported 
ubstance passed during the last session of Con- 


Seal 2 aie IN SENATE, it without amendment. 
gress, it did not make provision on this new sub- Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 


the State of Hlinois to select the residue of the 
lands to which she is entitled under the act of 2d 
| March, 1827, granting land to aid that State in 


tec ave nti , refore ink i Monpnay, D ry 99. 1851. : 1° 

ject I have me ntioned, and there fore I think it M« “7 my December 189] ; || Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill grant- 

would be better to refer this resolution to the Com- | Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the proceedings || jno the rieht of way and making a grant of land 
5 > ) « 5 “st _ 


mittee on Public Lands, that have the subject || and a memorial of the Railroad Convention of the 
. | 


. . ; ; a , to the State of Iowa, in aid of the construction of 
under consideration, and let that committee review || State of Lowa, in favor of the enactment of a law 


a railroad in said State, reported it with an amené- 


the whole subject and report early upon it. granting the right of way and making a grant of ment. 
_ Mr. SHIELDS. — Certainly T have no objec- | land to that State, in aid of the construction of a Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
tion. 3 mi || railroad from Dubuque to Keokuck, and from Dav- || Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from || enport to the Missouri river, at or near Council || Elizabeth Arnold, submitted a report, accompanied 
Kentucky make that motion? Bluffs, in lowa; which were referred to the Com- by a bill for her relief. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. With the consent of || mittee on Public Lands. | “The bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
the Senator from Illinois I will move its reference Also, the memorial of Mary Robb, widow of ine. 
to the Committee on Public Lands. | Hugh Robb, a soldier in the last war with Great || G,dered. That the report be printed. 
The question being taken on the motion to refer, || Britain, praying to be allowed a pension; which || . i a 
it was agreed to. || was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROV EMENTS. 
Mr. BORLAND. Inowmovethatmyamend- || Also, the petition of S. Hempstead and others, || Mr. MILLER. Pursuant to a notice which | 
ment be printed. || praying that a pension may be granted to David || gave on Saturday last, I ask leave to introduce & 
The motion to print the amendment was agreed . Davis, in consideration of an injury received || bill making appropriation for improvements 1 
to || while in the service of the United States as an as- || certain rivers and harbors. 


Mr. WALKER. Thereis an amendment which | sistant surveyor of public lands; which was re- 


In presenting this bill to the Senate, I desire 
1 wish to offer. It is a proviso to the first resolu- || ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


merely to any? that it is the same bill as that which 


tion; and as the amendment offered by the Senator Mr. HAMLIN submitted additional documents |) passed the House at the last session of Congress, 

from Arkansas has been ordered to be printed, I || in relation to the petition of Nathan Weston, jr.; || but which was defeated in this body on the last 

move that my amendment be printed also. which, with his petition on the files of the Senate, || night of the session, for want of time to bring It 
1 EES FS | were referred to the Committee on Military Af- || to a final vote. . ¢ Con- 
Provided, That not more than two land warrants, of one fairs. rara os i It has been the habit Of Gat Seumches hi kind 

hundred and sixty acres each, or their equivalent in war- Mr. DOW NS presented the petition of Thomas || gress to delay action upon measures of this k . 

rants of less denominations, shall be located by orin the name ,| Mullett, praying compensation for his services as || until towards the close of the session, when It is 

of the same individual upon any of the public lands. |a deputy surveyor of public lands in Louisiana; || impossible to give to them that attention which 
The motion to print the amendment was agreed | Which was referred to the Committee of Claims. | their importance demands. 


to. || Also, the petition of W. C. Templeton, propos- || My object in eae this ee) var 

. ; ; ing to establish a line of mail steamers from New || to the attention of the Senate at so early & Gay, © 

THE EXILED IRISH PATRIOTS. Orleans, via Tampico, to Vera Cruz, and praying || to give ample time for its consideration, and Shere: 

The joint resolution expressive of the sympathy || that the Postmaster General may be directed to || by save it from the catastrophe which defeate¢ . 

of Congress for the exiled lrish patriots, Smith || enter into contract with him for the transportation || at the last session. I hope that the subject ma) 

O’Brien, Thomas F. Meagher, and their asso- || of the mail between those places; which was re- || receive the early attention of the Committee on 
ciates, came up in its order, and was read the sec- || ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and || Commerce, to which I move its reference. 

ond time, and then passed over. || Post Roads. (| Leave being granted to introduce the bill, tw" 
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1851. _ 


wad a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. HALE. I move to take up a resolution 
which was laid upon the table some days ago, 
sailing upon the Secretary of the Navy for some 
-femation in regard to the practice of flogging 
wm the Navy. : 

The motion to take up the resolution was agreed 


to. ; 

Mr. HALE. I now move to amend the reso- 
jution, by striking outall afterthe word ‘‘resolved,”’ 
and inserting what 1 now send to the Chair. 

‘The amendment was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
inform the Senate @hether any charges were preferred 
py any officer of the United States frigate Cumberland 
qainst William K. Latimer, while commanding said frigate 
on her recent cruise, for illegal punishment and disobedi- 
ence of orders; and also, whether any court of inquiry was 
holden On the conduct of said Latimer, and if so, what was 
the finding or recommendation of said ceurt of inquiry ; 
and if any such cbarges have been made against said Lati 
mer, or if any such court of inquiry has been holden, that 
he furnish the same to the Senate ; and that he also inform 
the Senate what proceeding the Secretary of the Navy has 
taken in the premises, both as regards said Latimer and the 
officer who preferred said charges. 

Mr. DAWSON. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire, whether it would not 
be better to alter his amendment so as to call upon 
the President for this information. I believe it is 
not usual to call upon the Heads of Departments 
directly for any information, but through the me- 
dium of the President. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the words ‘ Secretary 
of the Navy’’ and inserting the words the ** Presi- 
dent of the United States.’’ I believe this is the 
usual course. 

Mr. HALE. I am not positively certain what 
the practice is; but 1 understand that it is both 
ways. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Georgia propose to amend in the way he has sug- 
gested ? 

Mr. DAWSON. I have no particular wish to 
interfere with the amendment of the Senator from 
New Hampshire. My only object was to observe 
aconformity to what I believed to be the usual 
ustom. 

The PRESIDENT. Sometimes calls for in- 
formation are made upon the Heads of Depart- 
ments, and at others upon the President. I be- 
lieve there is no fixed custom upon the subject. 

Mr. DAWSON. Well, it is immaterial, and I 
will withdraw my amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Hate, and it was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 

ques ; ; ; 
the resolution as amended, and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 


CONSIDERATION OF PRIVATE CLAIMS. 


The PRESIDENT. The resolution of the 
Senator from Maryland will now be taken up for 
consideration. 

The resolution provides, that from and after the 
firstof January next, Fridays of each week shall 
be set apart for the consideration of private claims, 
and that on these days private bills shall have 
priority over all other business. 

_Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) I hope that resolu- 
tion will not pass, 

Mr. PRATT. I did not suppose that this res- 
olution would have met with opposition on the 
part of any member of this body; but I understood 
the Senator from Massachusetts to say, in an 
under tone of voice, that he hoped this resolution 
would not pass. I was a member of the Commit- 
tee of Claims during the last session of Congress, 
and I have the honor of being upon the same 
committee now. During the last session there 
were more than a hundred claims favorably re- 
ported upon by the committee, and yet not one of 
them was acted upon by the Senate. During the 
Same session, there were more than one hundred 
claims which were reported upon unfavorably, and 
all of these latter mentioned reports were immedi- 
ately sanctioned by the Senate. Anterior to the 
last Congress I believe that two days in each week 
Were assigned for the consideration of pfivate 
claims. I have been instructed by the committee 
to ask the Senate to pass this resolution. I hope 
it will be adopted; for one thing is certain, and 
that is, that that committee design to ask the Sen- 
ate to abolish it as one of the standing committees 
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of this body, unless their action is to receive some 
attention on the part of the Senate. Let me ask 
why this committee is to be engaged session after 
session in investigating private claims, if gentlemen 
| are to express the hope (no doubtexpecting that by 
| the mere expression of the hope it will be realized) 
that such a resolution as that will not pass? 

Mr. President, unless the Senate agree to fix 
some particular day in each week for the consid- 
eration of these claims, they will not be considered 
atall. The experience of the whole of the last 
Congress shows this to be true. I[t is clear that 
you are doing injustice to this committee of the 
Senate by imposing upon them this labor without 
considering what they havedone. Mr. President, 
I repeat that | am instructed by this committee to 
ask for the passage of this resolution by the Senate; 
and it may be as well*to say, that if the Senate 
| will not consent to give some little attention to 
| what we do, we de not intend to do anything more 
but to ask the Senate to abolish the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is very true, Mr. President, 
that I did express a hope that this resolution 
would not pass, and I did so because I believe that 
| by adopting it, we are not going either to save 
the time of the Senate or to facilitate the dispatch 
of business. I do not know how it should hap- 
| pen in the course of a session of three months, 
| when every bill goes upon the calendar, private as 

well as public, that we should not reach these pri- 
| vate bills. But then I take it as the result of an- 
| other disorderly practice which we have adopted 
here—and | trust the Senate will excuse the use of 
| that word, for | do not use it disrespectfully—l 
| refer to the system of making special assignments 
of business from day to day, and from time to 
time, and from hour to hour. Now, to say the 
least, I think that this is an erroneous practice; 
|} that it creates confusion; that it does not hasten 
| the progress of business at all; while, on the con- 
trary, I believe that if we would permit the busi- 
| ness to go on in the order in which it stands on 
| the calendar, we should accomplish much more 
than we do, and do it more to our satisfaction. I 
have no objection to the assignment of a day or 
days for the consideration of these private claims, 
| if the honorable Senator and his committee desire 
| it; but instead of selecting certain days of the 
week for that purpose, | would select those sea- 
| sons and times when the public business does not 
| press upon us; and in such seasons and times I 
would assign certain days for taking up these bills 
and for the action of the Senate upon them. 

There is another reason why I would prefer this 
course—a reason in the force of which I think all 
gentlemen here of any experience will agree—and 
that is, that if you assign Fridays and Saturdays 
to private bills, you will seldom have a quorum in 
this body. Gentlemen will abandon the Senate. 
| That is the experience of the past, and if you adopt 
this rule again you will very often find yourselves 
in that condition. Those gentleman only who 
happen to feel an interest in private claims, will 
| come here just for the purpose of having those 
| claims in which they are particularly interested 
| brought to an issue. Other gentlemen will say, 
| **[ have no particular interest in this business; I 
can employ my time in a manner which will be 
much more agreeable to me, and 1 will leave the 
Senate.’’ 

If any change is to be made in the mode of doing 

business, I believe it would be better to take the 
| business as it stands upon the calendar, and lessen 
the numberand frequency of special appointments 
| —the assignment of particular days for particular 
things if you please, and take them in the order 
in which they stand on thedocket. I by no means 
wish to throw any obstruction in the way of pri- 
vate bills, but desire that they may go through the 
Senate in the ordinary way. If I differ with the 
gentleman, it is merely as to which is the best way 
of doing this business, he appearing to suppose 
that we can accomplish it best by the adoption of 
ene mode, while I think we can do it best by the 
adoption of another. 

Mr. PRATT. Ido not know that I precisely 
comprehend the argument of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts; but if I do understand it, it is 
this: That the claims of the citizens of this coun- 
try against the Government for money due them 
do not come under his category of ** public busi- 
ness;’’ that it is not a kind of business ‘which de- 
mands the action of Congress 








| Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator willallow me, I || 
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beg to say that I did not make any such assertion 
as that. Notatall. I merely wished that a dis- 
crimination should be made here between a certain 
class of bills known as private bills, and a cértain 
other class called public bills. That was all I in- 
tended. 

Mr. PRATT. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts does not make in terms, the assertion or the 
argument which I attributed to him: but in reality 
he does so. What is it that he asks? Hesays 
that he has no objection that some days should be 
fixed for the consideration of private claims, but 
he wantgsuch days fixed as will not interfere with 
public business. Although, therefore, in so many 
words the Senator does not assert what I stated, 
yetin substance he certainly did so. All these 
claims are to be superseded if there be anything 
for the consideration of the Senate which is called 
** public business.’’ I appreherfi that there is not 
a single claim which has been passed upon by that 
committee which was not investicated most ngidly 
and patiently; and I am satisfied that none of them 
were favorably reported upon which ought not at 
once to have passed. On the contrary, | know, 
both as a member of this body and as a member 
of that committee, that not one of these claims has 
been passed upon by the Senate. Where the Gov- 
ernment is indebted to citizens it is the duty of 
Congress, which I believe the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts will not in the abstract deny, to pay 
those citizens, rather than to attend to resolutions 
and discussions which the gentleman may consider 
as public business, especially such business as we 
have been engaged in since the commencement of 
this session. I hold that we should have been 
much more profitably engaged if, instead of dis- 
cussing the abstract propositions which have thus 
far encaged our attention, we had been engaged in 
doing justice to citizens who have claims against 
the Government—if we had been engaged in pay- 
ine our honest debts. Yes, sir, this would have 
been much better than devoting our attention to 
people who have no particular claim upon us. 

1 hope, then, that this resolution will be passed, 
It is due to those claimants that it should be passed, 
and to refuse to pass it is to do injustice. ‘There 
are claims here which have been standing for the 
last ten years, which have been favorably reported 
upon, and which certainly ought to be passed. 
That the Government owes the money there can 
be ne doubt. That money has never been paid; 
and | hold it to be the dutv of this body to fix 
some day for that purpose. To this end I have 
offered this resolution, so as to see whether we can 
prevail upon Senators to pay the just claims of 
their fellow-citizens upon the Government, and to 
attend to the reports of their committee. 

Mr. M \ N¢ iU M . A fter a long course of obser- 
vation | am satisfied that any departure from the 
ancient rules of the Senate in this respect will tend 
to obstruct rather than to facilitate the course of 
business. If this body will do what it did some 
years ago—pertinaciously adhere to the calendar, 
we shall ret through the whole business satisfacto- 
rily and accurately. 
here towards the el: »se of the session, and very often 
at the early part of it, to get precedence to take up 
particular claims in which individual Senators feel 
an interest, to the prejudice of all others. If the 
Senate will adhere to the ancient rule, and suffer 
nothing to be taken up out of its order, unless it 
be in a case of great emergency, we shall accom- 
plish all in due season. I am opposed to the 
passage of this resolution. I have seen this thing 
attempted at least twenty times, with very indif- 
ferent effect as to the progress of business, besides 

the risk of injustice sometimes being done to the 
Treasury by the minority. On the other hand, if 
everything comes up in its due order, everything 
will be done satisfactorily to the country and to 
this body. I hope, therefore, that this resolution 
will not pass. I am perfectly satisfied that all the 
business of the Senate can be done, and well done, 
if the Senate will adhere to its ancient rule and 
take up all business in its order. Under such a 
rule, public and private business shares an equal 
fate. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I concur with the Senator 
from North Carolina in one point of view. If we 
do adhere to the calendar all these difficulties will 
be obviated. But the Senator knows as well as 
any gentleman here that we do not do it—that the 
Senate never has done it 

Mr. MANGUM, (in his seat.) Yes it has. 


But, sir, there is a strugele 
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Mr. ATCHISON. And they never will do it. 

Mr. MANGUM. Oh, yes they will. 

Mr. ATCHISON. ‘There were three abstract 
resolutions introduced at an early. period of this 
session, out of which no earthly good can possi- 
blygrow. These resolutions have been discussed 
day afier day, and that, too, against the anetent 
usages of the Senate, on Fridays and Saturdays, 
and, sir, from one o’clock till four o’clock on each 
day. . There is the Kossuth resolution, and the 


Compromise resolution, and the O’Brien resolu- 
tion yet to come up— 
And the Abd el Kader reso- 


Mr. DAWSON. 
lution. 

Mr. ATCHISON. All abstract resolutions, 
that have had precedence of alli other matters; and 
they are made the special orders of the day, from 
da y to day, until the final vote is taken upon them, 
for they are somefimes taken up even in the morn- 
ing hour, and the discussion of these questions 
runs through the whole day. 

Now, sir, let me mention another matter. Here 
we have been sitting on Fridays and Saturdays, at 
this early period of the session, for the discussion 
of these abstract resolutions. This custom of 
sitting on these two last days of the week is never 
adopted at the commencement of a session, but 
usually towards the close of it,and such has been 
the practice ever since [ was a member of this 
body. ‘Thus far, Fridaysand Saturdays have been 
employed in debating these questions, and—— 

Mr. PRATT, (in his seat.) And all those 
claims which have been favorably reported upon 
remain untouched. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Just so; not one of them 
acted upon; not a singleclaim from any commitice 
disposed of. Now let us pass this resolution and 
fix these days, and these claims will soon be dis- 
posed of, They will be settled in one way or 
another, and the calendar and the committee room 
will not be burdened with them. Sir, | know of 
matters which have occupied the attention of some 
of the committees for four or five months, which 
have been reported by these committees, and yet 
to which the Senate has never bestowed even five 
minutes’ consideration. Witha resolution similar 
to the one offered by the Senator from Maryland 
this could never be the case. 

Mr. HUNTER. I concur in what has been 
said by the Senators from Massachusetts and 
North Carolina in relation to this rule. 
that the claimants would be worse off after the 
adoption of this rule than they are now. I have 


witnessed the operation of a similar rule in the | 


House of Representatives, and the effect will be 
that whenever we have a matter of public im- 
portance to discuss, we shall set aside the rule, 
and set aside private bills on the days appropri- 
ated to them, and. we shall go on with the busi- 
ness justas we do now. The effect will be that 


they will lose the day set aside for them,and they | 


will never be taken up on any other day. On the 
other hand, if we adhere to the calendar, we shall 
reach these bills in their order, and settle questions 
appertatoing to them quicker and better than can 
be done by an alteration of the rule. 

There is much in another point which was 
urged by the Senatorfrom Massachusetts, namely, 
that if we set aside these days for these claims, 
we shall hardly ever have a quorum. Not only 
that, but it is the eustom of the Senate to adjourn 
on these days during the first months of the ses- 
sion. Private bills will therefore lose that atten- 
tion which they might otherwise get during the 
early portion of the session. For these reasons, 
I am of opinion that private claimants will be 
much worse off by the adoption of this rule than 
by adhering to the course we now pursue. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I shall vote in favor of this 
resolution, for two or three reasons, which I will 
state to the Senate. I do not concur in what ap- 
pee to be the recollection of the Senator from 

irginia in regard to the operation of this rule in 
the other House. Without that rule I am quite 
sauisfied that no private claimant would have got 
a hearing at all; and the only hearing which they 
had there was in virtue of that rule. If we could 
adopt the course suggested by the Senators from 
Massachusetts and North Carolina, I would most 
cheerfully codperate with them. But the practice 
of the Senate shows that we cannot adhere to our 
own rules. Sir, what is on your table at this | 
present moment? 


I believe | 
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| from Missouri, [Mr. Arcuison,] is not only use- | 
less, but worse than useless—which have over- 


ridden the rules of the Senate. There is a prac- 
tical commentary on adhering to the rules as sug- 
gested by the Senators from Massachusetts and 
North Carolina. 

Again, sir, there is another reason, which I think 
will commend itself to the sense of the Senate. 
There were a few private claims which received 
the favorable action of the Senate last session. But 
how was it accomplished? By a struggle on this 
floor, and an attempt to obtain action upon any 
varticular bill, to the exclusion of other business 
in which other Senators might feel an interest; and 


hence there was produced a collision between Sen- | 


ators, and a struggle for the floor, to take out of 
the ordinary course of business the few bills which 
did get through. Besides that, | have not forgot- 


ten, and Senators will not perhaps forget, that I | 


stood in my place here till | was almost exhausted, 
attempting to keep the order of the calendar. And 
what was the result?) Simply that a little band of 
us round here were disposed to adhere to the bus- 
iness as it stood upon the calendar, and take it up 
in that order. 
ders,’’ 


‘*Special orders’? on ‘* special or- 
were piled upon your table, and the ordi- 
nary course of business was not pursued, and the 
Senate refused, time after time, to take up the bus- 
iness on the calendar. Now, what has been the 
practice for the last five or six years, we may an- 
ticipate will be the continued action of the Senate, 
when we look at the fact that you have now at this 


early period of the session four special orders on | 


your table, not one of which isa private claim. 
Sir, I think we should adopt this rule. There is 


an obligation on the part of the Senate, to examine | 


and pass upon these claims; and entertaining that 
opinion, | indorse every word which has fallen from 
the Senator from Maryland. » There is an obliga- 
tion upon us, that the Governmentshould discharge 
its indebtedness, because in many instances, this 
delay works the most cruel injustice. True it is, 
that some of these claims are what may be said to 
be entirely of a disputed character; but whatever 
they may be, let us at least vote upon them after 
the committees have made their examinations and 
reported to the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM. j 
one exception, who has spoken upon this subject, 
admits the soundness and prepriety of the rule of 
proceeding according to the calendar; and all the 
arcuments which have been offered in favor of this 
resolution, proceed upon the presumption that the 
Senate will fail to do its duty. Now, I will not 
be so discourteous to the Senate as to act upon any 
such assumption. I hope, sir, that while the 
Senate is well convinced of the propriety of taking 
up the calendar in its order, they will adopt an 
additional rule, that no business shall be taken up 
out of its course, without a vote of two thirds of 
this body. 

A Senator. No, no. 

Mr. MANGUM. A majority regulates the 
business, and that is as it should be; and if a rule 
requiring a two-thirds vote should be adopted, the 
business would go on smoothly and properly; and, 
in any case of emergency, that number could be 
obtained to set aside the rule for the time being. 

Sir, I am perfectly satisfied, from long observa- 
tion of the course of business here, that if private 
claimants are to have their business pass through 
this body with any certainty, it can only be done 
by adhering to the rules of the Senate. If that is 


done, all will be accomplished in due season. I | 


admit that I have witnessed what I would hardly 
regard as strict decorum in this body, when gen- 
tlemen were pressing claims; but, if a majority 
will turn their faces against this thing, and remain 
steady and firm, there will be no difficulty at all. 
I repeat, sir, that all the arguments which have 
been urged in favor of the adoption of this resolu- 
tion, have been based on the assumption that this 


body is not to be trusted in the true and proper | 
discharge of its duty; and 1 think that Senators, | 


by their votes, will hardly give countenance to 
such an assumption. 
Mr. DOWNS. 1 feel it my duty, as a member 


of two committees engaged in the business of the || 


Senate—the Judiciary Committee and the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims—to express my 
entire concurrence in what has been said by the 


| Senator from Maryland; and unless this resolu- 
: Four special orders—one of || tion is adopted I shall consider it as amounting || , ¢ 
which, as has been well remarked by the Senator || almost to a determination of the Senate not to dis- |) knew there was another special order before 


Every gentleman, with only | 


| permitted to ask for justice. 


Dec. 


22, 


pose of these clams. We had formerly a rule , 
this kind, though it was sometimes dispensed yw, 
on particular occasions; but I recollect that when 
this rule was in force we disposed of much more 
business of this kind than we have done Without 
it. The Senator from North Carolina seems ae 
admit that with the present system some additio; 
rules are necessary; that we should take up bills 
according to their order upon the calendar. W, 
were told over and over again last session that 
this was the proper course, and we tried to pursue 
it, but were defeated in all our attempts. On 
many occasions the Senate refused to take yp 
bills, on the ground that it was proper that they 
should come up in their regular order; and yoy, 
Mr. President, can bear witness that we did not 
for a single day adhere to that Mle. And, sir, if 
we adopt it again we will not adhere to it now, | 
feel satisfied that we will not. There are many 
inconveniences which would be experienced with 
such a rule. It would be inconvenient that we 
should so cramp ourselves by rule or practice ag 
to take nothing up which might not happen to be 
in the regular order of the calendar. Sir, emer- 
rencies might arise when it would be necessary to 
travel out of the usual order—emergencies which 
are common to all legislative bodies. We may 
have indulged in this practice of taking up bills 
out of their order too much; we may have car- 
ried it too far; bat we have pursued it so long 
that [ do not think that we shall depart from 
it now; and therefore, Mr. President, I hope that 
this rule will be adopted. Let us try it for a while 
atany rate. Matters in respect to these private 
claims cannot be worse, with this rule, than they 
were last session, for we then got nothing; and if 
we can do nothing with this rule, let us try some 
other. I am unwilling to admit that the Senate 
has got into such a habit that Senators will not 
attend to the duties for which they are sent here, 
It is especiaily incumbent upon the Senate to pro- 
ceed in this matter now, especially since we all 


f 
h 


ial 


know that the last session of Congress passed off 
without anything being done in this large and im- 
portant part of the business of Congress. The 
course we have pursued in regard to these claims 
has furnished more real cause of complaint than 
perhaps any other. We cannot force the Gov- 
ernment to do anything, but we may at least be 
[ hope, sir, that this 
resolution will pass. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair may be per- 
mitted to state, in consequence of a remark made 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, in which he 
alluded to what he considered a ‘‘disorderly’’ prac- 


| tice, that the practice of making special orders could 


not be considered disorderly, inasmuch as it was 
the wish and decision of the Senate. The remark, 
too, would seem to convey the idea that the Chair 
had indulged Senators in ‘ disorderly practices.” 
The practice of making special orders may be a 
very inconvenient one, but it cannot sustain the 
designation which has been given to it. The 
Chair feels called upon to make this statement. 
The practice being the action of the Senate itself, 
it cannot with propriety be designated as disor- 
derly. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and there were for the motion 2]; 
against it 19. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


PRINTING THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. There is upon the table a spe- 
cial order for this morning of which I hope the 
Senate will dispose. I allude to the resolution in 
relation to the printing the returns of the Seventh 


| Census. 


The PRESIDENT. Another special order has 
the priority, upon which the Senator from Texas 


| has the floor. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the resolution to which 
I refer may be acted upon, with the consent of the 
Senator from Texas. I believe it will occupy but 


_abrief period, after which the Senator may proceed. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I am disposed to yield for 
twenty minutes, if the resolution can be disposed 
of in that time. — 

M® SMITH. 
up that resolution. 


I hope the Senate will not take 
I shall have occasion to move 


/ an amendment to it. 


Several Senators. Offer it now. 


Mr. SMITH. I have not yet prepared mt - 
8 
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This being my view of the principles of the 
party, | am perfectly willing that the platform 
upon which we have heretofore acted should re- 
| Main as it now is, and has been recognized. If 
gentleman have departed from the principles of the 
come Up- ; : Democratic faith, and they choose to return to the 
Mr. BRIGHT. If it will lead to discussion I | same platform, | know no objection to their doing 
am bound not to press it, but I give notice that I.| so. They have a right to return at any time they 
chall to-morrow, and each succeeding day there- || please, and the mere concurrence with a paper 
after, press it upon the attention of the Senate until || resolution, unless they feel it here, [laying his hand 
it is disposed of, and I hope the Senator from Con- | upon his heart,} will never constrain them to coép- 
necticut will come prepared with hisamendment. || erate with the party in good faith. I have this to 
The motion was then withdrawn. say to gentlemen who are tenacious on this subject, 
THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. “Show me your faith without your works, and I 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the will show you my faith by my works.’ When this 
epecial order, beitg the resolution submitted by rule is applied I can see no difficulty in the way of 
Mr. Foore, as amended on the motion of Mr. | concurrence of opinion and action in the Democratic 
Bapcer, declaring the compromise measures a | Party. Moreover I object most especially to the 
definitive settlement of the questions growing out || &ction of this body upon the subject of political 
of the subject of slavery. platforms. [ understand that the business of the 
The resolution is as. follows: Senate of the U nited States—at least I so regard 
4 Resolution declaring the Measures of Adjustment to be a | My OWN duty—is legislative employment, and net 
” definitive settlement of the questions growing out of do to construct political party fabrics for the people. 


mestic ae That t ‘ f MH I would defer to the pressure from without, but I 
» it enacted, That the series of measures embrace 4 
Be it enactec ; ae craedh een |) eee nee expect to benefit the community by 


the acts entitled ** An act proposing to the State of Texas _ - : , , , 
she establishment of her northern and western boundaries, radiating from this point, influences of OpPLONns 
the relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory claimed || that savor too much of centralism. Centralism 
py her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims | js the danger against which the States have to 
ypon the United States, and to establish a territorial govern- cuard: and if ead lecislati has this ] “Wo 
ment for New Mexico,” approved September 9, 1850; “An || 5°" 5 And Wt our lesisiation has this tendency, as 
act for the admission of the State of California into the | has been complained of—I do not say it has—but 
if such dangers are to be apprehended from legis- 
lative action, are they not much more to be dreaded 


resolution, and therefore I did not come prepared 
wo offer my amendment. I repeat the expression 
of my wish that the Senate will not agree to the 
motion of the Senator from Indiana. It willoccupy 
sonsiderable time in its consideration when it shall 


Union,” approved September 9, 1850; “* An act to estab 
lish a territorial government for Utah,’? approved Septem- 
per 9, 1850; “* An actto amend and supplementary to an act F ies eS ow Ss cae 
entitled « An act respecting fugitives from justice, and per- by converting the we nate of the I nited States into 
sons escaping from the service of their masters,’ approved | & political machine? I never willagree to this, sir. 
February 12, 1793,” approved September 18, 1850; and | T will never exercise a function in this body that 
“ An act to suppress the slave tradesin the District of Col is not clearly delegated by the relation which I 
umbia,”’ approved September 20, 1850, commonly known be; at : " . : : 
as the “Compromise Acts,” are, in the judgment of this || €4r lo my constituency, and for which I was sent 
body, a settlementin principle and substance—a final settlé- here. fi 
ment of the dangerous and exciting subjects which they Itisa principle which is orthodox, and essential 
pen pete and ought to be adhered to by Congress until time || to the Democratic party, that the citizen, in a re- 
and experience shall demonstrate the mecessity of further a : 
legislation to guard against evasion or abuse. public, is to delegate no power that he can conve- 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, for several niently exercise himself; and the powers which he 
days past I have hoped this resolution could be || C#™not conveniently exercise he delegates to his 
disposed of. I have evinced but little anxiety to representative, who is to perform the functions for 
participate in this debate, thouch I have thought him. If Lam correct in this, whenever — pow- 
much in relation to the disposition which is to be || ers delegated are diverted from the objects to 
made of the resolution which is now before us. 1 | Wht h they ought to be directed, it is on applic A- 
must confess that it was a matter of astonishment , “on re — i oo 1s “m3 to the rights of the 
when I first met with it in this body. I had ex- || People; and therefore Lt will never exercise any 
pected nothing of the kind. The general aspect powers wane f may a i a ree aoe 
of affairs throughout the country seemed to be of creaung Sé nument at rome, W ve n Ll ought, in jus- 
the most favorable character towards the harmo- | tice, to derive that sentiment from my constitu- 
nious adjustment of the difficulties which have ae 1 - e have wie fh _ any ~ m eae oe 
_ - community, 2 my hoped _ they Y- ‘ cae ae ” a t . ee = “Ee ning 
would have been permitted to have taken their || @¥Y feelings or reminiscence ue ould be P 
natural course, oa that the good sense of the || Pleasant, but is it not within the recollection of 
eng ego would have regulated oa mat- ee a ae — — 
ters, without the interposition of any deliberative | & , er-irhoriee eaksatorey ous 
or legislative body. The contrary, Sea has | the South, had a powerful influence in producing 
been the case, and it devolves upon me as a mem- | the excitement which existed in the country? 1 
. 7 . . rs 7 3e ‘ is vs T: 6 > ly > 
ber, not only of this body, but of the Democratic || W@S Opp sed to all this, because I deemed that the 
party, to declare my objections to it. people throughout this Union were sufficiently in- 
” SE Seeer ore of 7 os telligent to appreciate their true condition, and 
in rdaton to the matter bf the campromige, for I | that if there was a necessity for correcting” evils 
° 5 A ‘ : . ’ i r i > a Tt hoe; 
believe the records of the Senate will prove that I that might grow up in the country ’ oe would 
am the only Senator now upon this floor that voted have an “ee opportunity, at the — - for 
for every measure of the compromise. An hon- || &Xércising their powers in correcting them, nese 
orable Senator from Penneyivenia (Mr. Srur- || are my opinions in relation to this matter. If the 
cron] also voted for all the provisions of the com- Democratic platform and the Whig platform are 
promise, but he is no longer a member of this | 2Ot broad enough for all to occupy, let the people 
body. Thig being my position, I feel at liberty to || put on any additional plank which they deem 
acquit myself of all embarrassment, and to pro- needful. We know not but that we, by enlarging, 
ceed to the investigation of this subject, I hope, may induce an accession too great for the platform 
Without incurring the suspicion of any design to | % bear, and it vm ane asunder. : x 
conceal or smooth over any portion of my conduct. | _ Resolutions similar to the one under considera 
I desire, sir, to have no broader platforms than ion were introduced into a caucus of the Demo- 
those now existing and maintained vy the two par- , cratic members of the other House, and met with 
ties of this country. I understand that the Dem- || little favor there; some fifty to thirty rejected it. 
ocratic ; on i inci ‘ It was not introduced into a caucus of Senators, 
ae party is tolerant in its principles; that they ro anmalnce veer te: gece e Pare ae 
; iot proscriptive; that they are not for applying ' P h of 9 Sie es ene eae 7 
the Procrustean rule to every member of fie party. | But it has found its way into this body; for what 
Harmonious as they generally are, some gentle- | purpose? For the purpose of benefiting a party 
men of the same party differ essentially upon the that was acting, I believe, harmoniously. some 
subject of internal improvements. That has been differences of opinion existed, as is always the 
evinced on former occasions here, within my rec- | C28@, and always will be; but how easy would it 
allection, and I believe it extends much further || have been within a short time for all these asperi- 
back than my familiarity with the proceedings of ties of feeling to have worn out, and enabled the 
this body. And not only that, for I have heard members of each party to act harmoniously. ae 
discussions here by the members of the same po- Mr. FOOTE. Does the Senator intend to inti- 
litical party on the tariff, in regard to which there || mate that I had any panty purpose in view in In- 
was a wide difference of opinion; yet it was not a | troducing this resolution! 
ground for proscribing the members of the party, || Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot believe that the 
or excluding them from participating in all he \| Senator had, and would be sorry to believe that 


rights pertaining to it. there was any individual purpose in it. But cer- 
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tainly it was not an emanation of party, and the 


gentleman has the privilege of disposing of it in a 
manner suitable to himself. 

Mr. FOOTE, I did not introduce it as a party 
man. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I have witnessed with con- 
cern the proceedings of this body for some days 
past. I have been silent, for if no older person 
than myself were present, there were Senators here 
who are more familiar with the praceedings of the 
body than I am, and to them I deferred the duty 
and privilege of regulating the conduct of Sena- 
tors, if it was not in accordance with the practice 
of the body, and I looked moreover to an enlight- 
ened President. For myself, having occupied no 
yreat portion of the time of this body, I shall 
claim the privilege of proceeding without interrap- 
tion, unless for the purpose of correction of some 
misstatement which | may make im the progress 
of my speech. My disposition is never to pro- 
voke interruption or produce annoyance to honor- 
able members of this body, and I cannot suspect 
that any one would have the design of annoying 
me; but every Senator must be aware that such 
things must be unpleasant, if not discourteous. 

| should think, ! 
rule which I have laid down, that if we were to 
pass resolutions in this body, o: 


Ir. President, according to the 
if joint resolutions 
were passed by Congress, pre scribing the f uth of 
either party, or what their principles | 
that every one who did not come within the exact 
measure prescribed would be reproachfully treated, 
or at least arrayed at the tribunal of party, not 
where he would have a hearing, because he would 
be excluded. He would not have the privilege of 
Sir, lam for leaving to every gentle- 
man’s own conscience, and to the high motive of 
lave of country and patriotism, to determine with 
which party he will act, and how far he will act 
with it. If the representative of a party is brou rht 
forward and that representative is sustained, though 


should be, 


a hearing. 


not agreeing in opinion with all of those who 
elected him, I should say that he was entitled to 
its consideration, and that he should be received 
bv the members of that party, because as long as 
a man remains within it heis bound by its general 
pring iples. ; 

; It is the boast of the Democratic party, 1 helix ve, 
that it is the true conservative party of the country, 
though, at the same time, it 1s the boast of every 
political party. I will not deprive either of them 
of the agreeable assurante. But, sir, if the Dem- 
ocratic party is truly conservative, 1 think the 
platform upon which it now 
broad enough, to embrace the whole Union, If it 
is not Lam nota member of it. I know that! 
have been arraigned for having 
ous in my feelings; but 1 must confess that my 


ands is wide enough, 


been too tatitudme 


country seems not too large to love, to cherish, 
and support. Then, sir, if the object of the party 
is conservatism, and to preserve Ww hat we beheve 
the true constitutional principles of the 
ment, whoever loves and supports that Constitu- 
tion strictly, is my fellow. I knew how the Con 
stitution was formed. It was by concessions made 
by the several States, or by rrants of certain pow- 
ers that were to remain in the Federal Government; 


Govern- 


but these delegated functions were to be exercised 
by it for the benefit of the whole. So far the Fed- 
eral Government has rights, but no further. The 
States were free, sovereign, and independent, until 
The Federal Gov- 
ernment became the repository of delerated pow- 
ers, and there they remain for the benefit of the 


these concessions were made. 


several States. ‘The States, in the full enjoyment 
of the powers reserved, are | dependent within 
their sphere and subject to | control from the 


Federal Government. 
I believe they agree with the Democratic faith. 
Incidentally various have arisen in_this 
body since I have been a member of it, and upon 
all these I have recorded my opinions. I know 
they have been at variance, on some occasions, 
with my party, or rather the party with which I 
act—I will not call it mine; | belong to it. As 
some of them have been incidentally adverted to, 
I feel bound to take up more time in some explan- 
atorvy remarks in regard to my course, than | should 
itherwise have any disposition to do. 

One thing | must be permitted to say. On this 
compromise, which appears to be again brotight 
into this body, and the several measures of which 

|; have produced divisions in the Democratic party, 
I acted, to be sure, with the majority; but because 


These remy of intons, and 


subjects 
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me 1 am not their censor, nor have I any, right to 


judge them beyond the exercise of my own power 
or to impute to them motives unworthy of Sena- 
tors. I have never done this; and I claim exemp- 
tion only from charges of this character. 


i 
' 


I had hoped that the agitation on this question | 
was fast dying away; and it might ere this have 


been forgotten had it not been for the introduction 
of this unfortunate resolution, which has renewed 
all the agitation of former times, and produced 


crimination and recrimination, and scenes not less | 
violent in their character than those exhibited upon | 


the adoption of the compremise itself. Itis un- 
fortunate; and if in the inception of a resolution 


of this kind such are the fruits, and if such they | 


are in a green tree, what must they be in a dry? 
I apprehend thet no earthly good can grow out of 
the adoption of the resolution. ‘The usurpation 
of the people’s rights will be manifest. If a modi- 
fication is to take place in the Democratic plat- 


form, let it take place in a convention of the dele- | 
gates of the people sent there for a political pur- | 


pose, not for the purpose of legislation, but for the 
formation of certain creeds and imbodiments of 
opinions, by which the party is to be regulated in 
its action. That is where I wish to see such action 
take place. But further than this I am_ not 
prepared to go. 
up here to dietate what the peculiar politioal faith 
of my constituents shall be, or to unite in saying 


what the faith and opinion of the whole party || 


throughout the United States shall be. But I am 
willing to vote in the passage of laws that shall 
extend throughout the whole Union, and the in- 
fractions of which shall incur penalties. I am not 
competent to perform the former tasks, nor do I 
think they are designed for me to do. p 
As the State to which I belong has been alluded 
to in this body in relation to the compromise meas- 
ures, I will detain the Senute while I utter a few 
words on that subject. The compromise, sir, was 
the work of able, patriotic, and renowned states- 
men. Some of them are no longer in this body. 
It is with regret, Mr. President, that I witness the 
absence of one who bore an important and a con- 


I am not disposed to set myselt | 


spicuous part in the accomplishment of that com- | 


nrromise. I allude to the venerable Senator from 
Desens {Mr. Cray,] who is detained from this 
Chamber by sickness, with which he is deeply 
afflicted. I trust he will again resume his place in 
the Senate. The wisdom of his counsels, the 
brilliancy of his genius, the strength of his will, 


and the patriotism of his heart, never shown |) sendine 
brighter than during their manifestation in this || rr 


body in the achievement of that compromise. 
But my State has been arraigned by a portion of 


this Union, and of the Democratic party, too, for | 


making a disposition of a portion of her territory 
to the detriment of Southern interests; and that | 
felt. It was not that she was disposed to abridge 
or impair any of the rights of the South. Texas, 
no doubt, had a right to dispose of it. Did not 


Georgia dispose of her territory to the Federal || 


Government? Did she not sell enough to make 
the States of Alabama and Mississippi? And have 
any complaints been made against her for it? And 


had Texas, who came into this Union as free and | 


independent as Georgia did, no right to dispose of 
her domain to the Federal Government? She did 
it, sir; and I have this to remark, that had it been 
any obstacle to the compromise of the jarring in- 
terests of this country, and to their reconcile- 
ment, I would have been willing that every foot of 


the territory which she claimed, should become | 


a lake of fire and brimstone rather than it should 


have thrown an impediment in the way of the | 


peace and harmony of the Union. 


I voted also for the admission of California. I | 


did it upon the acknowledged and avowed princi- 
ple of the South: ‘* Let us alone; let the people 
regulate their municipal and domestic institutions; 
let themalone.’’ And I put it tothe candor of hon- 
orable Senators from the South, no matter how 
ardent their feelings may have been, whether, if 
California had made application for admission into 
the Union, with a constitution declaring that 
slavery should exist, they would not have disre- 
garded all the irregularities which may have been 
connected with it, and readily have voted for her 
admission asa slave State? The same rule which 
would induce me to vote for it in one situation, 
would constrain me to do it inanother. I did it. 
What advantage would have resulted from a 


' 
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gentlemen of the same political party differed with delay? Was there any hope for a change of her 


| ‘Ferritory, containing the Wilmot proviso. 
| that subject, Mr. President, I feel myself fully | 
I voted for the Missouri compromise | 
Upon the admission or organization of Ore- | 
| gon, that Missouri compromise line was repudiated 


} ed. 


} on what we may do.”’ 





institutions ? 


Was there any probability of it? 
No. 


GLOBE. 
= 


| 
| 


She came in; and whatever reproache# are | 


attached to the vote I gave, I derive my consolation | 
from the general prosperity and happiness of my | 


country. 


Allusion has also been made, I believe, to the | 


vote 1 gave on the organization of the Oregon 


Upon 


sustained. 
line. 


by the South, and I was the only clearly Southern 


| Senator that voted for that admission. I voted in 


harmony with the Missouri compromise line. I | 


based my vote upon that ground, and in this Sen- 


ate, it will be remembered what my declarations | 


and sentiments were. 


To sustain myself upon | 


that, I will bring forward a portion of a speech | 


which was made at that time. 1 
tinguished Senator from South Carolina, no longer 
on earth, (Mr. Calhoun.) 


It was by the dis- | 


During the debate in | 


relation to the territorial government of Oregon, | 


he said: 
‘¢ After an arduous struggle of more than a year on the 


| question whether Missouri should come into the Union, | 
with or without restrictions prohibiting slavery, a compro- | 


mise line was adopted between the North and the South; | 
but it was done under circumstances which made it no- | 
wise obligatory on the latter. It is true it was moved by one | 
of her distinguished citizens, [Mr. CLay,] but itis equally | 
so that it was carried by the almost united vote of the | 
North against the almost united vote of the South, and 

was thus imposed on the latter by superior numbers in op- | 


position to her strenuous efforts. ‘The 
given her sanction to it, or assented to the power it assert 
She was voted down, and has simply acquiesced in an 


South has never 


arrangement which she has not had the power to reverse, 
and which she could not attempt to do without disturbing 
the peace and harmony of the Union—to which she has ever | 


been adverse. Acting on this principle, she permitted the 
Territory of lowa to be formed and the State to be admitted 
into the Union, under the compromise, without objection ; 


| and that is now quoted by the Senator from New York to 


prove her surrender of the power she claims for Congress.’ 


Although no State in the Union and no assem- 


come tothe South, and therefore it was repudiated. 


But in going on further, to show the extent of || 


that gentleman’s dislike to it, and an expression 


| doubtless that influenced materially the aetion of 
| the Southern Senators, he proceeds to say: 


** Now, let me say, Senators, if our Union and system of 


| blies had become adverse to this, yet it appears | 
| that it was taken for granted that it was unwel- 


Government are doomed to perish, and we to share the fate | 


of so many great people who have gone before us, the his- 
torian, who, in some future day, may record the events 
to so calamitous a_ result, will devote his first 
chapter to the ordinance of .1787, 


as lauded as it is and | 


its authors have been, as the first in that series which led | 


to it. 
compromise, and the next to the present agitation. Whether 
tere will be another beyond, I know not. 


His next chapter will be devoted to the Missouri | 


It will depend | 


Here was a formal repudiation of the Missouri | 
compromise line, upon the principle of which | 


| Texas had been brought into the Union, and by | 


which one third of her territorial limits had been | 


cut off to free soil. As Texas did come into the 


Union upon that line, I felt warranted and in- | 


structed by the Texan a 
sourl compromise when a 
ernment came up, and I did it. 


le to vote for the Mis- | 
ill for a territorial gov- 


In aiding the production of this compromise, or | 


extracts from the debate which took place. 


ing remarks: 
‘But [ call upon the friends of the Union from every 


quarter, to come forward like men, and to sacrifice their | 


differences upon the common altar of their country’s good, 


| and to form a bulwark around thé Constitution that cannnot 


| be shaken. 


It will require manly efforts, sir, and they must 


| expect to meet with prejudices growing up around them 


| that will assail them from every quarter. 


| Time alone can recompense them for their sacrifice and | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


They must stand 
firm to the Union, regardless of all personal consequences. 


their labors; for devotion to country can never be forgotten, 
when it is offered freely, and without expectation of re- 
ward, The incense of self-sacrifice, when thus offered 
on the altar of their country, will be acceptable to the people. 
T have no doubt that this question might be easily adjusted, 


if gentlemen would encourage such disposition and feeling | 


as doubtless actuate a large portion, if not all, of this bedy, 
if they would come up to the work, I have no doubt. six 


Senators here could be designated, without reference to | 


party, (you may,if you please, disregard the section of 
country from which they come,) who would act as a Com- 
mittee of Conference, and sit down together as wayfaring 


| in its effectuation, I found it necessary, in justifi- | 
| cation of myself, and in the urgency I felt for its 
success, to make someremarks. I will read some 
In a || 
speech upon Mr. Clay’s resolutions, and when it | 
| was pretty well ascertained they would not pass, | 
| on the 8th of February, 1850, I made the follew- | 


| to inspire prayers for its prosperity and perpetuity ? 


| honoral#e Senator. 


any imputation anywhere—I ascertained 


| State had been corresponded with 





Dee. 22 
aetna 5 
men, and produce satisfactory reconciliation, thereby gir 
fusing universal peace, and calming the agitated waye thes 
are laskjng at the base of our Capitol, and speak con ik 
and solace to millions of freemen. — 

**Do not the American people love this Union? 4 
they not devoted to it? Is not every reminiscence of the 
past associated with its glories, and are they not caley) ~ 


ated 


; : If th 
were not the case, you might think lightly of our » bie 


Confederacy ; but so it is—it stands connected with every 
fibre of the national heart, and is interwoven with every 
glorious recollection of the past, which affection or rever 
ence can inspire in the minds of the American people. It 
is not, Mr. President, that twenty-three millions of gm ls 
are involved in the pry yen d of this Union; it is not th: ; 
every consideration of happiness connected with country 
appertains to it; but it is because it is the great moral, social 
and political lever, that has moved, is moving, and wijj 
continue to move the world. Look abroad at foreign na 
tions, and behold the influence of od example upon them 
——not ours, for I feel a sense of humiliation when | contrast 
the efforts of any man now living with the illustrioys 
achievements of the departed sages and heroes wh 
formed this mighty work.’’ 


These were the remarks which I made in that 
speech. In the progress of it, the honorable Sey. 
ator from Mississippi, supposing that I alluded 
to the convention which had assembled in Missis. 
sippi, interposed and said: 


“Mr. Foote. Does my friend from Texas wish to pe 
understood as undertaking to decry or censure the State of 
Mississippi for having originated this convention? ” 


The reply was: 
“Mr. HousTon. 


at 


0 per- 


The last thing in the world.” 
I again proceeded with my remarks, when the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi interposed: 


‘Mr. Foote. I hope my friend will pardon me for ask. 
ing of him an additional explanation. I trust he did not 
intend to insinuate as a matter of opinion, still less to make 
the statementas a matter of fact, derived from any authority, 
that the sovereign State of Mississippi, in the incipient move. 
ment towards the Nashville Convention, for which she js 
responsible, was instigated by South Carolina, or her states. 
meb; or that she acted otherwise than upon her own un 
biased judgment without instigation from any quarter. | 
know that what he has said will be understood as intimating, 
at least, that this conventional movement of ours was stim- 
ulated by South Carolina, and was the result of concert be 
tween certain South Carolina politicians and certain poli- 
ticians in Mississippi, with a view of having that movement 
originate in the State of Mississippi instead of South Caro- 
lina, in order to avoid any odium that might thereby arise, 
I am sure he did not intend to be so understood, and yet lie 
will be if he does not correct his remarks,’ 

My reply was: 

‘“Mr. Houston. I can assure the honorable Senator 
that this is a very delicate and complicated question. But 
I believe that if South Carolina never had existed, and if it 
had not been for her disposition, and the movement which 
began there, Mississippi would never have thought of it.” 


Again the gentleman said: 

“Mr. Foore. If the honorable Senator will permit me 
to interrupt him, I will remark, that upon the point on which 
he has been so well answered by my colleague, I have 
nothing to say. But in addition I wish to say thatif the 
honorable Senator from Texas supposes that there is a sin- 
gle man of intelligence and character in the State of Mis- 
sissippi who recognizes any human being as his leader, 
his political leader, or as his master, by whom and to whom 
he isto be held responsible, he has grossly misjudged the 
people. I had hoped that the demeanor of those wiio rep- 
resent Mississippi here and elsewhere, would have atforded 
satisfactory evidence to that Senator and to all men, that, 
highly as we reverence character, high intellect, purity ot 
heart, and spotlessness of reputation, there is no man who 
represents the State of Mississippi in the Halls of Congress 
at the present time, who reeognizes any human being inthe 
world as his leader or controller, or as entitled to have any 
undue influence over his mind or conduct—at any rate | 
speak for myself—and I hope the Senator will understand 
me when I say, I recognize no leader on the face of the 
globe.”’ 


Mr. FOOTE. I must explain my connection 
with amatter which is more or less connected with 
myself, and which, if unexplained, may subject me 
to misapprehension. It will be seen that, in a speci 
which i made here a few days ago, I did state what 
I now know to be true, that Mr. Calhoun, during 
his life, with the purest intentions, with no dispo- 
sition to lead or control our State, had a pretty 
extensive correspondence with persons there. Thus 
is a fact which t did not know at the time I de- 
livered the speech which has been read by the 
The truth is, that I never 
heard, until recently, of the letter which I read the 


other day of Mr. Calhoun to a fellow-citizen 


mine, Mr. Tarpley. I was surprised when I found 
that such a letter had been written, In the cours 
of last year—and [ say it without mtonding to cast 
y varl- 
ous evidences, that several gentleman in my 0W" 
by the distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina, now 2° 
more, on this subject. The letters that tom 
seen, according generally with this one, sats 


_ my mind that the modus operandi.of the Convention 


was more or less marked out by his great intellect. 
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4+ the time I made the remarks which have been 
read, 1 did not believe that any human being in 
the world had received a letter from Mr. Calhoun 
y the subject, except one which I mgself received, 
and which has been published long since. I must 
«oy that a gentleman, a friend of nfine, in the State 
af Mississippi, well known to my colleague, who 
was a partner of mine in the practice of the law, 
and for many years an intimate friend, (but from 
wh mifam now very painfully separated by ex- 
isting questions,) wrote me a letter early in the 
-ommer before last, desiring the to correspond with 
“jeus distinguished Southern statesman, inclu- 
; a Mr. Calhoun, for the purpose of ascertaining 
‘ at their opinions were as to the action which 
was to be considered in the State of Mississippi 
‘a the event of a Convention being called. I was 
chen in the State of Virginia, in my native county, 
nd I undertook to hold a correspondence with 
rious persons on this subject. If there was 
any intrusion on this delicate matter on the part of 
aivbody, | was the intruder. TI wrote to the late 
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun;] 
wrote to the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunr- 
er,| who wrote me a very patriotic and interesting | 
letter, which never has been published, but which, 
if published, would evince the correctness of the 
opinion which T have always entertained of him— 
which would ee he is a sound statesman, 
and an upright patriot. Neither of their letters 
indicated disunion, or intimated the necessity 
of a change in the Constitution, or certainly 
{ would not have been the medium through 
which their communications were introduced to 
the people in my own State. When this matter 
came up to-day, the Senator from Texas pursued 
alineof remark at which I was somewhat galled, 
I confess, as one of the Senators from Mississippi. 
| refer to his insinuation that that State was con- 
trolled by certain persons in South Carolina. I 
did not know then that letters had been addressed 
to any member of the Convention, except to 
Judge Sharkey. So faras I knew, no other mem- 
bers of the Convention received any communica- 
tion from him. 1 believe that another letter ad- 
dressed to me by Mr. Calhoun was pretty freely 
circulated—I was so informed, at least. 


al 


I make 
this statement to throw some light on my course 
in regard to this matter. I still say that the State 
of Mississippi was not dictated to—was not led or 
controlled, and that no attempt was made to lead 
or control it, so far as I know. Yet, through me 
a correspondence took place, which, no doubt, re- 
sulted in the adoption of a certain course of pro- 
ceeding by that State, as I now believe. I am 
much indebted to the gentleman for allowing me 
this opportunity to explain. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to put myself right 
in relation to the views I then entertained upon the 
subject. Certainly I did not know officially or 
reputedly that any ivterference had taken place 
in reference to this matter, but I believed, from the 
indications which afterwards surrounded me, that 
something of the kind must have been done. And 
when Lalluded to it, it was without information 
further than that which results from analogy to 
other thites. I find that thé honorable Senator 
from Mississippi, the other day, declared as fol- 
lows : 

“T have heretofore mentioned in this body, that it was 
through me, in the first instance, that Mr. Cathoun suc- 
eeeded in instigating the incipient movements in Missis- 
Sippi, which led to the calling of the Nashville Convention. 
I repeat that statement now, and insist that my fellow-cit- 
izens of Mississippi, who had been thus induced to assume 
the responsibility of calling the general convention into be- 
ing, had a right to expect the earliest information to be given 


tothein of any contemplated departure from the original 
plan of operation. ”? 


This merely corroborated what I then stated. 
It establishes it beyond all controversy. It will 
be remembered that in 1847 I was denounced for 
voting for the Missouri compromise lin In Oc- 
tober, 1849, the Mississippi Couvention Secured, 
and the Nashville @onvention grew out of it. At 
the adjourned meeting of the Nashville Conven- 
tion the ultimatum laid down by that body was 
that very identical line which had been repudiated 
by the whole South. That line they made the 
ultimatum for all difficulties then exising. Their 
motto was “Thirty-six thirty or fight.’” I had 
been denounced for supporting and voting for that 
line, and the whole South had repudiated it. In 
1850, the Nashville Convention laid it down as 
the only ground of compromise that could be 
acceded to by the South. I only wish to show 


| league [Mr. Rusk] did not sign it. 
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the consistency with which I adhered to™it until 
it was repudiated. Even afterwards, when the 
compromise was brought up, [ introduced a reso- 
lution for the purpo%e of asserting the claim of the 
South to extending the line of 36° 30’ to the Pa- 
cific. Thatis what I wish todo. Certain gentle- 
men did not seem to consider me so ultra when | 
voted for the Missouri compromise in favor of the 
South, as when I voted for it when it favored the 
North. I voted for it upon principle. But after I 
did vote for it it was repudiated by the South and 
thus rendered void. 

I well remember another thing in which I differed 
from the honorable Senator from Mississippi. 
However much I may defer to his intelligence, 
wisdom, statesmanship, and patriotism, yet I have 
been unfortunatein dissenting from various schemes 
of his. I was directly opposed to the Southern 
Address. I did not sign that Address. My col- 
I believe we 
were the only Southern Senators who did not sign 
that Address. I believed that that Address was 
fraught with mischief; and when I saw the conse- 
quent action that #rew out of it—when I saw the 
Mississippi Convention and the Nashville Con 
vention—I became more satisfied with my own 
course in not sighing it. I did not denounce those 
gentlemen who did sign it; but I wish to show 
that I have been consistent throughout in reference 
to the compromise and to the rights of the South. 


| [ have been unwilling to sacrifice those rights. 


My associations and all my interests are in the 
South. If I do not own millions of broad acres, 
all that IT do own is in the South; yet | am not 
going to insist upon requisitions that I do not deem 
right; nor am | going to follow fantasies for legis- 
lative direction by which the country cannot be 
benefited. I am sent here to act in a lezislative 


| capacity for my State in matters of detail, and for 


I have one direc- 


Wherever that 


the Union on general subjects. 
tor in that: it is the Constitution. 


directs me there will I go. 


| Convention, called for political purposes. 


Mr. President, I delivered my speech on the 
subject of the compromise on the 8th of February, 
1850; and the resolution of compromise was intro- 
duced on the 14th of February following—six 
days afterwards, so that I have not been wholly 
disconnected from that matter. I put it to the 
candor of any gentleman, whether I have not been 
as zealous and as forward in the support of that 
measure as any other member of this body. I oc- 
cupied no equivocal position in relation to it, or the 
results growing out of it. I wish to add no addi- 
tional plank to that platform. The honorable gen- 
tleman may deem it necessary to do so. If he 
yresents himself as the organ of the party to which 
| belong, and wishes to ingraft this condition upon 
the platform, I, as a member of the Democratic 
party—unimportant as | may be—most solemnly, 
in the face of the Senate, this assemblage, and the 
world, protest against any test that has not its 
origin in the action of the Democratic National 
| I never 
will record my vote on the Journals of this Sen- 
ate for a resolution that is not connected with 
legislation, and is purely political in its character. 
I will not blacken the white paper of the Senate 
with it. If [I distrusted the intelligence of the 
American people; if I distrusted their patriotism, I 
might set myself up as a dictator of opinions, 
and idstruct them in what they ought to do. But 
l have no pretensions to the character of a leader. 
lf am willing to follow; and 1 have got the broad 
road before me. I have gotthe platform on which 
we have stood, and on which we have acted. I 
did not expect an entire concordance of opinions, or 
of platforms, but such as have formerly reconciled 
those opinions. Heretofore gentlemen in favor of 
internal improvements and gentlemen opposed to 


| them have stood upon the same platform. Tariff 





and anti-tariff gentlemen have stood upon the same 
olatform: they have supposted the great creed of 

emocracy; and if you begin to enlarge that 
platform we shall have more trouble hereafter in 
reconciling other jarring interests. It will cre- 
ate additional trouble to the party. I believed 
that the discord which had existed throughout the 
country on various subjects, and particularly the 
conflict between the North and South, was fast 
dying away and would soon be forgotten, until 
some new subject would furnish excitement to the 
American people, and divert their minds from this 
subject, which had so long agitated them. I 
thought they had determined to be reconciled. 


judice to 
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What was done has had the acquiescence of both 
political parties. It has been unfortunately so 
mixed up as to have had a wet blanket thrown 
over it; and really at this time I had hoped that 
agitation was about to subside, and that the old 
parties would fall inte their ranks and march on 
quietly to the attainment of the objects they thought 
most eligible or judicious. And I never shall 
sanction any measure which is caleulated only to 
distract the party to which ' belong. I will do 
everything I can, fairly and justly, conformably to 
the Constitution, to pour oil on the troubled waters 





a —— 


and to quiet them; but I will not introduce a fire- 
brand, 


I will not attempt to distract the party by 
ples which have 
I never will, as long as I 
the dictat: 
Ww hat the v ought to do. 

relating to the interests of 


anythi i extraneous to the princi 
. i 
bound them together. 


live, seek to become r of a party, as to 
If I have any 
the party t ) introduce, 
I will submit it to its members; and if they think 
it ourht not to be introduced, I will be prepared to 
hear their reasons; | 


my own 


measure 


and if a majority shall overrule 
opinions, I will, 
der my impressions to their decision. | 


upon ¢ onviction, surren- 
have 
never attached sufficient importance to myself to 
believe that I have a right to e 
to believe that my diction should be their law,or 
my opinions their guide. 

If | could be induced for one moment to believe 
that the Democratic party could derive any benefit 


ntrol the party, or 


from tle adoption of this resolution, without pre- 
the general weal of the country, | might 
not oppose it. But now [ean see no propre ty or 
in it, and therefore I shall oppose tt. 

Is it intended to give 
Willthose measures derive any additional force 
from the passage of this | Will they 


re solution? 
I think not. Is it customary 


utility 


effect to the compromise? 


be more binding? 
te reénact laws of Congress, or to indorse them 
by resolution while they remain upon the statute- 
book? Will not the adoption of this resolution in 
effect declare that we have not full confidence in 
existing laws passed by a former Congress? If 
this resolution is necessary at this time, will not 
a similar resolution be necessary ‘eed- 
ing Congress, upon the compromise ind every 
other important measure that may be 
And will not have a tendency to 
produce unpleasant scenes in the halls of legisla- 
tion, impair public confidence in our proceedings, 
and keep incessant agitation In the community ? 
{fa minority are willing to acquiesce in a mt 
and the country is tending to repose after the set- 


at each suc 


passed ? 


such a course 


sure, 


tlement of controverted questions, so far as they 
can be settled by the action of Congress, does it 
become a magnanimous majority to open afresh 
the sorest points of severe co! flict ; that have been 
allayed, and which the minority do not propose to 
disturb? And especially, sir, Is it magnanimous 
in the majority to open these questions again, 
when the very obje ‘tof their idoption was lo llay 
{ voted for them, each and all, as 
eived 


aritation ? 


peace measures. As such they have been re 


by the country, and millions have re joiced that 
these unhappy controversies had been adjusted. 
Since these peace measures were idopted, an en- 
tire session of Congress has pass 1, and now at 
the commencement of a new session of a new 


resolution 1s offered which again 


opens, and has opened, the aggravating ag 


Congress, a 
tation. 
It is an AGITATING RESOLUTION upon a series of 
PEACE MEASURES, and acquies ed 
in by nearly the whole country. W her , sir, is 
the practicability of this resolution? It 
have not shown it, and cannot 

are already apparent as defeating the very object 


measures, too, 


Its evil u flu nces 


of the compromise measure -and as a fast friend 
of the adjustment, I cannot consistently vote for 
it. Why not, sir, introduce a resolution here de- 


claring that the independent treasury bill shail be 
a final adjustment of the questions that arose during 


its progress through the two Houses of Congress? 
Some of our political friends at first opposed that 


If the 
position of the Senator from Mississippi be cor 


measure, but have since at quies: ed in it. 
rect, we must get up a resolution to ‘* e« = 
Senators upon that measure 

Why is it not done? Simply because such a course 
would be weakness, and worse—it would be ridic- 
ulous: but no more ridiculous than the resolution 
now before us. I ir. President, trifle 
with laws inthis way. Itis: le with 
the dignity of this honorable body, or consistent 
with the well-established principles of legislation 


at the present time. 


eannot, 
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imthis country. Sir, lagain say there is noprac- 
ticability in thisresolution. It may be adapted to 
a peculiar platform in Mississippi; but it is not a 
suitable platform for the Democratic party of this 
whole country. 

[ do not expect to oceupy any of thé time of 
the Senate by adverting to matters in connection 
with myself. But at the conclusion of the last 
session of Congress, I was attacked by a then 


member of the Senate from South Carolina, ira | 


manner of which I cannot refrain from speaking. 
A publication had appeared over my name ina 
letter addressed to a gentleman, and in which 
some error had accidently occurred in transcrib- 
ing. I was attacked as having charged upon 
South Carolina certain principles which were not 
contained in her constiiution. It was said that 
what was in her constitution was in the constitu- 
tion of every other State, and therefore I must 
have been either very ignorant of the laws of 
South Carolina and the other States, or it was a 
very useless charge. It has been my misfortune 
to co charged with having assailed the State of 
South Carolina. Now once for all, as I have no 
great inclination to be speaking in the Senate or 
elsewhere, [ will place myself right in relation to 
South Carolina. Whenever I have spoken of that 
State, I did not allude to the people, but to her 
rulers. | did not call in question their patriotism, 
but their policy. I had repeatedly been attacked 
by citizens of that State; I had been denounced by 
the illustrious man, upon whose memory [ would 
not a slur. Ee is gone, and with him are 
buried all the resentments I might ever have felt; 
but my feelings towards him were only those 
which resulted from wrongs, real or imaginary, 
which | had suffered. 1 have no enmity with him, 
so that | can have no feelings of enmity to gratify 
when I allude to South Carolina, or to her mos 

distinguished citizen. When | speak of her, | do 
it with all deference to her honored Senator, [Mr. 
Butter,| who sits before me. I do notagree with 
all her institutions; and though she is very tena- 
cious in relation to State rights, of which [ama 
sincere lover—for I would die before I would see 
any of the rights which belong to the States 
wrested from them—yet it seems to me that if 
South Carolina was as sensitive with regard to her 
municipal institutions as she is with regard to her 
relations with the Federal Government, she would 
perhaps find that she had a great deal todo. In 
ooking over the constitutions of the various States 
of the Union, and comparing them with the Federal 
Constitution, I have come to the conclusion that 
South Carolina is not more liberal in her institu- 
tions to her own citizens than are most of the other 
States. Ifthe Federal Government were to enact 
a law by Congress, approved by the President, 
dictating to any State or States that they should 


casi 


not exercise the fullest latitude of suffrage or fran- | 
chise, it would be deemed a flagrant usurpation, | 
Suppose Con- | 


and no State would submit to it. 
gress, if it had the power, were to pass a law say- 
ing to Virginia or New York, or any other State, 
You shall not permit your citizens to vote for the 
electors of President or Vice President; you shall 
lot permit them to vote for the Governor of your 
State: what would be said in reply to this? Why 
it would be one of the most flagrant outrages by 
federal authority that ever was committed upon 
the rivlits of the States. It would bea usurpation 
of a most atrocious character. Yet South Carolina 
has never permitted one of her private citizens to 
vote for the electors for President or Vice Presi- 
dent, or to vote for the Governor of the State. 
They know no more who is to be voted for as the 
Governor, or who is to be voted for as the Chief 
Magistrate of the Union, than they know of the 
interior of Africa. 

{ used the term oligarchy towards the legislative 
body of South Carolina, because the constitution 
of that State is in their power. Sweh is the rot- 
ten-borough system of South Carolina that forty 
persons in the lowlands wield as much political 
influence as thousands in the uplands. These 
were the objections which I a to the institu- 
tions of the State. 


eople of the State. I made it to those whom I 


) 
belived to be oppressors and usurpers. 


people of South Caro 


lina are a gallant and daring 
veople. 

agra as the sun under which they live. I com- 
mend them. But let us recollect that had the gal- 
lant Palmetto regiment returned from Chapultepec, 


I made no objection to the | 


The | 


They are as generous, noble, and warm- | 


where it was commanded by the gallant and gen- | 
erous Butler, who, not satisfied with the inflic- | 
tion of severe wounds, rushed on bravely, leading | 


his men on to victory, till he fel he would not have 
had the privilege of voting for the Chief Magis- 
trate of his State, or for electors for the President 
and Vice Président of the Union. Nor, sir, would 
any one of his gallant followers. I say it is 
wrong thus to deprive the people of South Caro- 
lina of their privileges; and if disunion were to 
begin there, no one could blame the highlanders of 
South Carolina for drawing a line of demarcation 
between oppressors and the oppressed. 
would be sorry to see discord of that kind arise. 
And there may be policy in keeping up agitation 
against the Federal Government, for some men 
would rather be chief in a villazve than second in 
Rome; and it might do very well to create a 
diversion by loud complaints against the Federal 
authorities, to prevent the people from looking 
into their domestic affairs. 

I have on some occasions not had the good for- 
tune to act in accordance with the wishes of the 


honorable Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. | 


Burter.] I never have believed, nor will I ever 
believe, that one, associated as he is with such 
patriotic recollections from the commencement of 
the Revolution down to the present day—that he, 
in whose veins flows the blood of all the Butlers, 
would be wanting in patriotism. I respect his 
love of country, though I dissent from him in 
some of his cpinions. 

Mr. President, twenty-seven years ago I had 
the honor to occupy a seat in the House of Rep- 
resentatives from the State of Tennessee. I recol- 
lect that in the discussion of the tariff act of 1824, 
for the first time in my life 1 heard the idea sug- 


But I | 


| gested that there might be secession, disunion, or | 
resistance to the constitutional action of the Fed- | 


eral Government. When I heard it, I was amazed. 
I could hardly think it possible that a representa- 
tive of any portion of the American people would 
have the fierce temerity to suggest disunion or re- 
sistance to the constitutional authorities of the 
land. It produced deep and intense meditation 
on my part. I did believe then that an example 
ought to be made of it, but there was no way to 
touch it. It wanted some technicalities to make 
it treason. I have heard principles of disunion 
boldly avowed in this Hall, and have heard Sena- 
tors avow what was treason, not technically, but 
which was not stripped of one parficle of the mor- 
al turpitude of treason. Disunion has been pro- 
claimed in this Hall. What a delightful commen- 


tary upon the freedom of our institutions, and the || 


forbearance of the public mind, when a man is | 


vermitted to go unscathed and unscourged, who, 
in a deliberative body like this, has made such a 
declaration ! 
vriven of the freedom of our institutions and the 
forbearance of the American people, and their re- 


community. 


j The intelligent mind is left free to 
combat error. 


Sir, no higher assurance can be | 


liance upon the reason and the intelligence of the | 


Such sentiments, with their au- | 


| thors, will descend to obscurity and the tomb of | 


oblivion. Ihave only to say in conclusion, that 


those who proclaim disunion, no matter of what | 


name politically—that those who, for the sake of 
disunion, conspire against the Union and the 


Constitution, are very beautifully described in || 


| 


Holy Writ. They are ‘** raging waves of the sea, | 


foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, 
to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness 


1 


forever! 


Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 


I regret very much to be compelled to trespass | 
upon the attention of the Senate, but all must per- | 
ceive that it will be impossible for me, without re- | 


linquishing all sentiments of self-respect, to permit || 


what has fallen from the honorable Senator from | 


Texas to go unreplied to. Whether the Senator 
| prepared his speech, expecting I should be absent, 
|} and made the first regular assault on me which he 

has ever undertaken in this body, under the hope 

that it would not be responded to, remains to c 
| decided by others. I happened to be here, and I 
| intend, so far as I can, to give him a Roland for 

an Oliver. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will permit 


|| that I should oppose this resolution. 
i} Mr. FOOTE. 


|| no notification that he would make such an attack 


me, I would say that I notified him on Saturday, | 


The gentleman did; but he gave | 
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| that account. 


_ Dec. 29, 
town, that I was to receive a drubbing he 
morning, during my abSence, and I remai 
I have heard the gentle 
length, and have listened to him with 
without ony undue resentment; and I am very 
happy that he has given mea legitimate and proper 
occasion for commenting, with suitable feeling 
not much at length, apd with no malignity, upon 


his course in connection with the pending ques. 


tion. 
The gentleman undertakes to intimate, in the 


a 


re this 
ned on 
f man at 
ith forbearance, 


_very face of my solemn declaration to the coy. 


|| laris is the 


trary, (a declaration which I formally put in wri. 
ting and read to the Senate,) by multiplied innyey. 
does, that I had introduced this resolution for some 
illicit party purpose; and he has given the Senate, 
on this occasion, the benefit’ of a revular party 
harangue. I deny the imputation made by him, 
_ Mr. HOUSTON. I especially exempted the 
Senator from it. 
Mr. FOOTE. The Senator did exempt me 
from it, but still entangled me in it, by insinuation, 
He knows how to manage these things very well. 
The impression which will go out from the Sena. 
tor’s speech is, that I introduced this resolution 
for the purpose of destroying the harmony of the 
Democrati¢ party. The gentleman talked about 
doctors, and about persons undertaking to enlarge 
the party platform. All that is perfectly under. 
stood by some of us. Is thef® anything in this 
resolution repugnant to Democracy? If so, De- 
| mocracy is in itself a monstrous thing. Is there 
anything in these compromise measures contrary 
| to the great principles of the Democratic creed? 
I deny it. As a Democrat I deny it, and assert 
| that there is not one single important, material 
' feature connected with this plan of settlement 
which is not in perfect harmony with the great 
fundamental principles of the Democratic faith, 
The man who does not understand that, does not 
understand the first elementary principles of the 
Democratic creed. Why, the Democratic party 
| isa Union party—a party strictly observant of 
the Constitution. The Baltimore platform, (I am 
afraid the gentleman has never read it,) imbodies 
every principle of this plan of compromise. I 
took occasion to say the other day that the Dem- 
ocratic party fought out the contest of 1848 on 
the principle of non-intervention. I said else- 
where, in this city, in the hearing of the gentle- 
man, that the great contest of 1848 was fought 
| upon the principle of non-intervention, which is 
the principle imbodied in this plan of settlement. 
| That principle was not received from the Senator 
from Texas, but from another and a much higher 
source, and was adopted by the whole Democratic 
party of the country. Does this resolution, then, 
| add to the Democratic platform? But for the 
high respect I entertain for the Senator, I should 
pronounce this statement a slander upon the Dem- 
ocratic party. When the Democratic party 
becomes a Free-Soil party—when the members of 
it are permitted to enter into secret intrigues for 
| the purpose of securing the Free-Soil votes for 
the presidential and other offices, by avoiding a 
bold and manly assertion of the great principles 
which lie at the very foundation of the Demo- 
cratic creed of the country, and which are essei- 
tial to the prosperity and true power of this 
great Republic—when such schemes can succeed, 
then indeed will the glory of our Democratic Israel 
depart, and unprincipled demagogues be enthroned 
in high places. I understand this matter, and the 
country shall understand it. I 
The gentleman says he defers to the feelings ot 
this body; he does not originate anything here; 
he looks to outward feeling. It is a curse to this 
country that there are so many members of Con- 
gress who are constantly looking out beyond the 
body to ascertain what are the indications of pub- 
| lic feeling, not because they respect public feeling 
more tha other men, but because they are anx- 
| ious to bolster up their tottering popularity to ob- 
‘tain high office, by trimming their sails to any 
| gale that happens to be blowing. The aura popw- 
brent under the influence of which 
these gentlemen sail; and they are eternally look- 
ing out to ascertain whether there are any breakers 
ahead that may possibly shatter the frail vessel 
which contains their hopes of future political ad- 
vancement. Therefore, they do not look into 
| their own consciences for motives of action, and 
they do not consult their own understandings. 


‘'as he has made. I had heard a rumor through || They do not undertake to examine the great pril- 
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ples of public expediency, but they ascertain, if 
hey can, What is popular, Or what is likely to be | 
sopular, by looking out of Congress, as the gen- 

‘jeman says, and in that way they expect to ob- 
‘sin, some of them, high office. They have un- 
jerrated the intelligence of the people of this 
‘ouniry. Lhe people have a little more under- 
sanding than some — suppose. The trick- 
ery of demagogism has already become so famil- 


cauiee that it isno sooner practised in their view 
than the performer finds himself prostrated before 
an indignant and outraged constituency. , 
Sir, hope the day has gone by when any little 
tricksters, with shallow intellects, utterly deficient 
inall knowledge of statesmanship, with no moral 
suality on the face of God’s earth, who would in- 
J Ra any man to think of them for high station, 
willbe able by sly trickery and underhanded man- 
azement, to attain high places, the incumbency of 
which by such persons must inevitably inflict per- 
manent, lasting, and ineffaceable disgrace upon 
our free institutions. I have no respect for dema- 
gogues; I like sometimes to expose them. I am 


not doing it now; oh no, I would not be so dis- | 


courteousand unparliamentary ; but I do like some- 
times to expose persons of this class. I do like 
sometimes, if I may use the expression, to employ 
the cudgel of castigation upon such people. 

The Senator from exas talks about the Senate 
of the United States being converted into a politi- 
cal machine. What did hemean by that? Noth- 
ing in the world, of course. He talks about the 
resolution being a flagrant usurpation upon the 
people’s rights. He did not mean anything dis- 
respectful by that—oh, no. But the gentleman 
says that this thing commenced in the Democratic 
caucus, and that a similar resolution being rejected 
there, it was vamped up and reintroduced here for 
asimilar purpose. 
I understand him, that the unity and concord of 
the Democratic party shall not be so far broken 
in upon as to prevent the rankest Free-Soilers 
from coming into our midst, and exercising efficient 
influence in the political contests of the day. I 
understand what the gentleman means. Hehasa 
very special audience. (Here the speaker pointed 
at Mr. Rantou, who was sitting just behind him.) 
The signs of the times are very ominous. I un- 
derstand them well enough. ‘There are some men 
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' to perform the labor of perfecting the scheme. I 
can say with perfect truth, that the gentleman did 


The gentleman is willing, as 


(of course not in the Senate) who are prepared to | 


give their deliberate sanction to corrupt political 


bargains, by means of which mean and unprin- | 


cipled men are to be elevated to high stations, 
through the agency of corrupt intrigue and man- 


manent discredit upon the escutcheon of the Repub- 
lic. Because some of us say we do not wish to 


associate with such people—because we say we 


pledged to agitate against the fugitive slavelaw, who 
calls himself a Democrat, but who stands solemnly 
pledged to a fanatical constituency to come here and 
agitate constantly, in opposition to this law—is it 
to be said that we are disturbing the harmony of 
the Democratic party? The gentleman may if he 
chooses have association with such people. I do 
not wish toassociate with them. I have said every- 
where in my own State, and I say it here, that the 
man who is pledged in the North to agitate against 


| Missouri? (Mr. Benron.] 


| highest advancement known in this 


| about the motives of anybody else. 


nothing to promote the passage of any of the 

measures of compromise, except the bill granting 

money to Texas. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


I voted for every measure 


| composing the compromise. 


Mr. FOOTE. 


I voted for every measure except 


|| the California bill and the District of Columbia 
to the intelligent and sagacious ro of this | 


bill. Why did that gentleman*vote for the Cali- 
fornia bill? Was it because he was more disposed 
to sympathize with California than other Senators? 
Why did he vote for the Oregon bill in 1848, fol- 
lowing the lead of the late illustrious Senator from 
Rumor says—I will 
not say it, for it would he unparliamentary—that 
the honorable gentleman was then looking out for 
the Free-Soil vote, and hoped to be elected by 
means of certain Free-Soil support to the Presi- 
dency. I know a man, sir, who thinks he has 
very high pretensions to presidential honors; who, 
to my knowledge, for the last four or five years 
has been constantly engaged in the most corrupt 
and contemptible trickery, in order to secure the 
country, 
through the wretched instrumentality of the Free- 
Soil vote of the North; notwithstanding he was a 
Southern man by birth, and professed to have feel- 
ings such as belong naturally to Southern men 
upon the disputed questions of the times. Such 
a man I pronounce to be a traitor to the South, no 
matter who he is—I pronounce a traitor to all 
honest principles, and a contemptible demagogue, 
wholly unworthy the respect of this body, and 
deserving of expulsion from it, should he ever 
obtain a place here. Such is my opinion, and I 
am responsible for its expression in every mode 
known to honorable men. 

The gentleman says he did not sign the South- 
ern Address. No, I never expected him to do it. 
I knew that the motives of that Senator (pointing 
to Mr. Rusk) were pure and upright; and every 
man knows him to be so. I know him and I ad- 
mire him; and he will allow me to say I hope that 
I havea true affection for him. I say nothing 
The Senator 
did not sign the address. No, sir; but I admit 
that there were many honest and patriotic mem- 
bers of Congress who did not sign it. ‘The late 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Mr. 
Cobb, and others, whose motives I have always 
vindicated, did not subscribe the Southern Address. 
But there was a mode of manifesting opposition to 


|| this address as a political movement, and there 
| is a spirit capable of being manifested on such 
agement, of such a nature as almost to stamp per- || 


. D4 ; : = | 
the fugitive slave bill; and the man in the South, 

who is pledged to agitate in opposition to any part | 
of this great plan of compromise, 1s, In my judg- | 


ment, no patriot in the first place, and is secondly 
no Democrat. I do not charge the gentleman with 
wishing to associate with such persons. 
say that he has corrupt intentions himself. I do 
hot say that he wishes to use certain persons for 
his own particular purposes—that he is willing to 


I do not | 


an occasion, which, among men of proper astute- 
ness of mind, will supply the plainest evidence of 


| the basest treachery to a Southern constituency, 
| and of the grossest infidelity to Southern rights. 
will have no political connection with any man || 


I suppose the gentleman did not mean to say 
anything unkind, when he spoke of this resolution 


| of mine as blackening the white paper on which it 


| thing. 


was written. That particular gentleman is never 

found enlisted in the process of blackening any- 
o! all his movements are as pure ¢ 

Oh, no! all | nents are as pure as 


vestal purity itself. 


He denounces this resolution as a torch, intro- 


| duced, as he says, into the Democratic party, in 


order to consume the temple of our party strength. 


| He considers it a sort of incendiary movement, | 


diseredit the Democratic party, to disgrace its an- || 


cient creed, to pull down its primeval dignity in 
order to have an opportunity of foistin All 


in this Republic. This whole imagination is nau- 
seating—it is disgusting—it is horrifying. 

The gentleman quotes Scripture, and says that 

€ wishes to judge men by their works, not by 
their professions, So do I: 
of the honorable gentleman? I will show him up 
a little on that score. 
peat? Why, he intimates that he is the author of 
the compromise. He says he made a speech, in 
which he prepared the way for the compromise; 
and then went off to Texas, leaving other persons 


What are the works | 


What are his works, I re- | 


| 


suppose. 

He seemed to intimate that the resolution was 
introduced also by somebody who wished to 
‘lead’? and ‘‘direct’’ the people. I know he in- 
tends no unkindness. Oh, no, the Senator from 
Texas is just the kindest man in the world; but 
{ must say, before God and my country, that 
I introduced that resolution, alone, for the purpose 
of aiding, as far as I could, in securing a restoration 
of fraternal feeling in this country. Every en- 


| lightened Southern man, in my opinion, must see 
mself, || 
& wretched political humbug, into the highest place | 


that the South is entitled, at this moment, on the 
part of our Northern brethren, to some special as- 


| surance that the fugitive slave law shall be faith- 


fully executed. I, for one, as a Southern man, 


| am willing to give to my brethren of the North an 


assurance, in return, that the remainder of the 
compromise scheme—the District of Columbia 
bill, and the rest—shall be faithfully carried out. 

I know, sir, that my motives have been arraigned, 
but I aver, that no man of honesty, no man of 
sound intellect, no man whose mind is not unduly 
swayed by prejudice of some kind, can look at my 
whole conduct in this affair, and censure me for 
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any act which I have performed. I have attempted 
to force no man to vote for this resolution, nor 
have I used urgent persuasions of any kind to se- 
cure the support of honorable Senators. I have 
spoken what I thought was true, when I said that 
I thought it was a movement, in support of which 
patriots of both the old political parties could unite, 
from regard to the vital interests of the country, 
and with a view to restoring quiet and fraternal 
feeling among us. 

Sir, for one, | am desirous that the question of 
slavery, in its various bearings, should be entirely 
withdrawn from the presidential contest, and that 
this important election should take place without 
the least regard to what has occurred in connection 
with it. gut I feel bound to say that, in my 
opinion, there would not have bee n any partic ular 
opposition to this resolution in the Senate, if cer- 
tain gentlemen, easy to be named, had not chanced 
to entertain presidential aspirations. This is our 
whole difficulty. Every man who is disposed to 
perform his duty, independently and honestly, as 
a Senator, without looking to the right or to the 
left, or entering into secret arrangements, in order 
to get a particular class of votes north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line, for some hich office, (he being a 
slaveholder south of that line,) would be likely to 
approve this resolution. If there are Northern 
politicians (I trust there are none such) who are 
disposed to cater to undue local excitements in the 
South, and by the manifesfation of an apparent 
sympathy with factionists there, are striving to 
urrange for additional support in that quarter of 
the country, in the expected presidentia! contest, 
I hold that they are unworthy of the respect of the 
nation. The man who cannot forget all personal 
aspirations, at such a momentas this—the poor 
wretch, in whose heart sentiments of pure and 
elevated patriotism do not display themselves, and 
under circumstances like those which now exist, is 
unworthy to be recognized as an American citizen. 
The contemptible demagogue who would enter 
into a corrupt and Mllicit scheme for the purpose of 
securing support, as a presidential aspirant of a 
particular body of factionists in the North, by the 
avowal of more sympathy for them and their prin- 
ciples than any honest Southern man can profess, 
is not only unworthy of the Presidency, but unfit 
to act as a constable in the most obscure hole in 
the Republic. 

[ believe | have given the centleman a Rowland 
for his Oliver, as | promised him I would do; and 
[ am content with the result of our most kindly 
and amicable conference. ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was very much edified, 
and I might say amused, by the remarks of the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi. I cannot 
but be astonished at the temper of the gentleman. 
I had not intended to say anything to excite his 
ire, because I flatter myself that] am a prudent 
man, and do not like to provoke assaults. I am 
exceedingly gratified at one thing. In the course 
of his entire tirade, | bekeve the gentleman did 
not state a single fact. He has indulged in many 
conjectures in relation to F'ree-Soilism and cater- 
ing for the Presidency. Why, I should feel that t 
was not only degrading myself, but degrading the 
nation and the body in the midst of which I stand, 
if I would cater to the passions of men or eompro- 
mise my principles for the Presidency. What I 
have, I have. | wish to make no new voyages. 
Iam satisfied with the position which I oceupy. 
What I might adventure might be lost. Therefore, 
I have no petty hankerings after office to gratify 
Nor have I any party intrigues to enter into. I 
have had no correspondence on the subject of the 
Presidency. The world is acquainted with what 
Il have said. What I do, they make it a point to 
know. The same charge was made against me 
on my way here; but, as you, Mr. President, 
very well know, I expressed the same sentiments 
at Montgomery, Alabama, which I have ex- 

yressed here to-day. I addressed a public assem- 

lage there. They knew my sentinrents. There 
were no Free-Soilers there with whom to concoct 
schemes of personal aggrandizement for presiden- 
tial advancement. The honorable Senator has no 
desire to be King; butI think that for a few years 
vast he has been playing Warwick or King-ma- 
ee He has one various insinuations against 
me which I would not have made against any 
gentleman on this floor. When I have resent- 
ments, I speak them out. When I have charges 
\| to make, t make them directly. I do not imply 
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a charge and then disa 
not state a hypothetical case, leaving others to ap- 
ply it. I did not charge the gentleman with having 
derived this resolution from the State Department. 
i have not said that it was concocted there. The 
grentleman seems to acknowledge the wish to raise 
a third party, to break up the two old parties, and 
run athird-party man forthe Presidency. Wheth- 


| 


er the honorable Senator from Mississippi is to be | 


front or rear in the race, I do not know. Ido 
not impute any design of the kind. 

I should be sorry to suppose that there could 
be the least ground for applying to me the term 
‘‘demagogue.’’ What demagogism was there 
when J] gave unpopular votes in this body, when 
there was no prospect for advancement in popu- 
larity, for 1 was denounced far and near? What 
intrigue could I then have had, with a party un- 
important in the country, when [ could have gone 
with the whole South if | had chosen to sacrifice 
my own opinions on the Oregon question? Was 
I playing the demagogue when I refused to sign 
the Southern Address? Did I not vote for every 
one of these compromise measures? The honor- 
able Senator from Mississippi did not vote for 
them all. I voted for all. I think, then, that I 
am a better compromise man than the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi. 

If I had charged the gentleman with a design to 


distract the Democratic party, he might have re- || 


pelled the charge. If I had charged the géntleman 
with manufacturing a platform to suit the peculiar 
condition of Mississippi, I would only have reit- 
erated a charge which { have heard frequently for a 
rearor more. ‘The gentleman’s furious onslaught 
ieee given me a better opinion of my character as 
a man: for if we had sworn together to commit 
high treason, he would certainly have betrayed 
me. The honorable gentleman reminds me of an 
anecdote, which I will relate to the Senate: 
There was a reverend gentleman, one Parson 
Means, possessing many amiable and excellant 
qualities as a neighbor and as a companion. He 
was a generous, hospitable man, but he had a rest- 
less disposition, and never could be kept out of 
mischief, notwithstanding the restraints of religion 
and morality. He disorganized every church and 
congregation with which he had any connection. 
He was a common agitator. 
from the stage of action. Afterwards a particular 
friend, and a great admirer of his, had a vision 
in which he was translated to Paradise. When 
he arrived there, he felt, as he represented, some- 
what strange and solitary. He thought he would 
like to see some old friend or acquaintance, and 
the first one who presented himself to his mind 
was Parson Means. He inquired for Parson 
Means, and was informed that he was not there, 
but that perhaps he could be found in Purgatory. 
He repaired to Purgatory, and was received by 
the keeper with great cordiality and courtesy. 
While compliments were passing between them a 
Joud noise was heard in*Purgatory. ‘‘Stop,”’ said 
the keeper, interrupting the conversation, ‘‘wait a 
moment if you please; Parson Means has broken 
his chains, and unless I have him fastened again he 
will turn Purgatory upside down.”’ [Great laugh- 
ter. 
hen I review the conduct of the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi for several days, and in- 


| 


The PRESIDENT. If the Chair had supposed 
that such was the intention of the Senator, he | 
would have felt it his duty to call him to order. 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido not now repeat what I have 
said. My reason for not applying my denuncia- 
tory language directly, was that I knew I could | 
not do so without violating the rules of senatorial | 
propriety. I knew, sir, that if I did so you would 
call me to order. Having given my reason for | 
using indirect language, I hope the gentleman, and 
everybody else, will understand me. A word as to 
thé gentleman’s anecdote.- He may consider me 
avery restless person; and if he supposes it ne- 
cessary to chain me in order to preyent my doing 
mischief to his presidential pretensions, or some- 
thing else in which he is interested, all I have to 
say 18, that it is not in his power to forge a chain 
strong enough to hold me in duress, when-I have 
a public duty to perform, and especially such a 
duty as I have been called to perform this morning. 
My language is ever free, unequivocal, and inde- 
pendent; and whenever I find a case of conceal- 
ed iniquity; requiring, in my judgment, a prompt 
and explicit disclosure, I shall be ever ready to 
employ such language of manly contempt and in- 
dignation as the occasion may seem to demand. 
I am perfectly content, in harmony with his very 
chaste and classical anecdote, either to go to Pur- 
gatory headlong, or descend in infernis, as may) 
suit his taste. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [ have a better illustrative 
anecdote than the one I told, but I shall not oceu- 
py the time of the Senate by repeating it at this 
late hour. Mr. President, | assure you, I assure 
the Senate, and I assure the country, that every in- 
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| constitution and laws of South Carolj 
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} 
| 
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| upon this floor to look into the constitu 


| and make criticisms upon it. 


Dee. 


22 


na, and ty 
hold them, as far as he could, to censure and con 
‘ 


demnation. I have not the least idea that the con 
stitution of South Carolina is in any danger a 
the assaults of the honorable Senator. | would oa 
as soon suppose that a diamond could be debe 
having rubbed upon it a piece of stained glass Ba 
allow me to say, ina tone of ser:ousness, that 3} 
the sentiment of union between us, the represent ce 
tives of the sovereign States, is to be preserved 


and cherished, it will not be by allowing any man 


tion of 

: : ines a 
State which one of his fellow Senators represents 
Next to the religion of any people is their | 


nt eo laws 
and constitution. Now, what would be thouyol 


| of a Senator upon this floor rising and speaking 
| of the represenatives of Louisiana—I do not know 


that either of them is a Catholic, but there isa 


| very large Catholic population in Louisiana—o; 
| of Maryland, where there is also a larve Catholie 


population, and of the religion of their constity. 
ents in language of censure? What would be 
thought ofany Senator who spoke in terms of cep. 
sure of the religion of any portion of the people? 


| And I say that next to the religion of any people 
| is their laws and constitution. 


I would as soon suppose that the Roman con. 
stitution would have suffered from the rebuke of 


| the Seythian, as that the cOnstitution of South 
| Carolina will suffer from any remarks of the hon- 


| orable Senator from Texas. 


sinuation against me of indirect plotting by myself || 


or by my friends, within my knowledge, with one 


| party or another—every insinuation that imputes 


At last he passed | 


to me any other design than that of preserving the 
Government in its purity, and the Democratic 
party in its own faith without an extension of plat- 
form, is altogether unfounded. I voted for the 
compromise, for every measure of it. But I did 
not insinuate that I had started it. The records 


of the Senate, however, will show that I gave out | 


the inception of a suggestion of a committee of 
six Senators. 
ness of members of my family, the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi introduced his resolution 
for the appointment of a committee of thirteen. 
W hoever insinuates that [I have had any intrigue, 
or any understanding, or any correspondence upon 
the subject of free-soil, abolition, disunion, or se- 
cession, insinuates what is utterly unfounded, and 
without the slightest countenance of truth. [make 
that declaration here without any feelings of un- 
kindness towards the gentleman from Mississippi, 
for I can assure him that I wish him a smooth and 
untroubled path of life, and that for his own good 
and for the gratification of his friends, I hope it 
may be less troublous hereafter than it has oe 
heretofore. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I thank the gen- 
tleman for his generous wishes in my behalf. I 
trust | may have a quiet career hereafter. I have 
felt pained at the necessity, which I thought was 


| imposed upon me, of vindicating myself on this 


deed for several years past, I] have had deeply im- | 


xressed upon my mind the anecdote of Parson 
feans. he course the Senator has pursued has 
suggested itself so strikingly to me, that I could 
not resist relating the anecdote to the Senate for 
their application of it. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President 

Mr. FOOTE. 
will allow me to make an explanation. 

Mr. HALE. I suppose I must give way. 


I hope the honorable Senator 


Mr. FOOTE. What I have said I have said. | 


All I have uttered I uttered with gravity, with a 


solemn conviction of the truth of every syllable | 


enunciated by me. 
honesty and patriotism. 


I have used the language of | 
If I have delineated | 


character in a somewhat striking mannersit is be- |! 
cause I understand that character well, from hav- | 


ing studied it closely, and from having made up 
my mind concerning it without prejudice. 
Senator from Texas says that I have spoken indi- 
rectly. He is the only gentleman who thinks so. 
Certainly I meant all that | have said that was at 
all disrespectful for him, and for him alone; and 
the whole country will se understand it. 


The | 


| 
| 


occasion. The first assault did not come from 
me. The Senator from Texas will bear me wit- 
ness that I warned him solemnly this morning, 
that, if at this moment when I was about starting 
for my home, he should undertake to indulge in 
illiberal remarks, in the expectation that I would 
probably not stay here and vindicate myself, he 
would find himself to have committed a great 
error. 

I will announce to him now, that he cannot get 
out of the predicament inwhich he has deliberately 
placed himself. The language of the gentleman 
in the first instance, as he declares, was intended 
to be strictly political My words of derogation 


and contempt were designed to be most emphati- 


cally personal. I have nothing more to say. 
Mr. BUTLER. 
clined to take any part in this debate at this time; 
nor do I know that I shall take part in it to-mor- 
row morning. If I were to consult my own | 
feelings, after what has passed between peek lente, 
I would not gay a word. But I must be permitted 
to express my surprise that the honorable Senator 


| from ‘Texas [Mr. Hoysron] should have thought | 
| proper to wage war on the constitution of South 


Carolina. It is not the first, second, nor third | 


In my absence, owing to the sick- | 


Mr. President, I am not in- | 


I am sorry that he 
has thought proper to allude to it for the third or 
fourth time. What brought that subject into this 
debate? Does the gentleman suppose that by 
bringing himself in comparison with South Caro. 
lina and her institutions, he is to shine more bright. 


| ly by the contrast, in his professions of love for 


the Union? Is that his object? Why has he se. 


| lected peculiarities in the constitution of South 


| of almost every State in the Confederacy, wntil 


Carolina, when they obtained in the constitution 


| very recently. Some provisions which have been 


put into the constitutions of the States of late 


| years, have not, in my opinion, improved them. 


Why, at this moment North Carolina has the same 


| features in her constitution, so far as regards a 
| property qualification for Governor and a property 


| qualification for Senators. 


In Georgia, a Senator 


| sometimes represents five hundred people, while 
| another may represent two thousand or three thou- 


| sand. 


| concealed 
rights, or have defrauded them of those rights? 


It is so. 

What does the Senator mean when he speaks 
of an *‘ oligarchy ’’ in South Carolina? Does he 
mean to say that the people of South Carolina 
are governed as slaves liy an oligarchy who have 
from them the knowledge of their 


I will not speak in anything like flattery of 


| the people of South Carolina; but I would in- 
| form the Senator that that people will not appeal 


to him for instruction as to their rights. Philip 
of Macedon had a party in Greece; Napoleon 


| Bonaparte had a party in Italy; and perhaps the 
| gentleman may suppose that he has a Houston 


| party in South Carolina. 


The Senator asked a question which is perhaps 


| illustrative of his doctrine as to the relation of the 


Federal and State Governments. What was tt! 


| I wish to put it in a prominent point of view, with 
| no disposition to throw anything like personal 


| odium on him. 


| supp 





But he asked, in a very emphatic 
manner, if the Federal Government were to inhibit 


| the people of New York, or of any other State, 


from: voting for electors of President ahd Vice 


‘| President, would it not be considered an outra- 
| geous usurpation of their rights ? ( 
| and in the next breath said, South’ Carolina had 


He turned round 


done the same thing, and she is to be held equally 
responsible to the condemnation of history, or! 

to the condemnation of the gentleman, 
who i set himself up as the muse of history— 
as the modern Clio. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
demnation. 

Mr. BUTLER. No; but the gentleman mae 
this illustration. The gentleman’s doctrine will 
have that effect to some extent. I have always 
contended that the Federal Government acted un- 
der derivative and delegated powers, and could not 
by any act of legislation affect any State beyond 
the powers conferred. I have contended that the 
States posséssed all powers that have not beet 


I said nothing about con- 


|. time that he has thought proper to allude to the Ul delegated to the Federal Government; that they 
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Sir, [ believe he did not go, like Coriolanus, to 


1851. 


sre on 8 parallel of equality. The idea of the Sen- 
stor, as I understood it, was, that because she has 
thought proper by her constitution to exercise her 
ganchise for electors of President and Vice Presi- 
jent in a certain way, she is as reprehensible as 
ihe Federal Government would have been if it had 
Jone the same thing. He cannot get rid of that 
proposition. The fact is that nearly every State | 
in the Union exercised this power in the same wa 

as South Carolina until very recently. In Sout 
Carolina the people vote for the representatives 
who elect the Governor. They vote for repre- 
sentatives, knowing that those representatives are 
o select presidential electors. They do not make 
the matters of opular election directly, but they 
are so indirectly, because these things are done 
with intelligence. ‘The people of South Carolina 
know their rights, and they exercise them in a 
way they think most conducive to the security of 
the community. | am one of those who believe 
thatthe United States is an.organized confederacy 
of republics. lam not one of those who believe 
that it isa wild democracy. This thing of break- 
inedown the conservative guarantees of State con- 
stitutions will destroy the Confederacy. 

The gentleman talks of the Union. It is one of 
his themes. 1 believe he is the only practical 
secessionist on this floor. I believe he is the only 
man here who voluntarily left the Union. He 
left the Confederacy and went abroad to enjoy 
practically in another community these high dem- 
oeratic or sans culotte doctrines which he professes, 


make war on his ancient mother. I| have never 
said or believed anything of the kind. He went 
to make his fortune, and I award to him all the 
reputation of being historically connected with 
the creation of the State which he now so very 
ably represents. I shall deny him nothing. But 
[do say, and I say it now for the first time, that 
he is the last man who should speak unfavorably 
of South Carolina. Look at the course of South 
Carolina in connection with the history of Texas. 
Who proposed for the first time in the Senate of 
the United States to recognize the independence of 
Texas? He wasa Senator from South Carohina— 
William C. Preston. Who supported it in the other 
House? My friend and relative, General John- 
son. Who consummated it? My distinguished 
predecessor and colleague, Mr. Calhoun—with an 
ability for which the gentleman ought to feel an 
obligation instead of a disposition to throw impu- 
tationson his memory. Sir, who was the hero of 
the Alamo? Who commanded the troops with so 
much gallantry at the battleof San Jacinto? A citi- 
zenand native of South Carolina, my friend Gen- 
eral Rusk. Who wasthe gallant Travis? He was 
born not more than five miles from my place of 
birth. His gallant compeer, Bonham, drank out 
of the same spring, and went to the same school. 
Who advanced money for Texas when she needed 
it? ASouth Carolinian. Who have had a greater 
agency, next to the gentleman himself, in bring- 
ing inte existence a political association with this 
Confederacy the State of Texas than the people 
of South Carolina? Yet it is the institutions of 
that State the gentleman is continually aspersing: 
** How sharper than a serpent’s tooth itis 
To have a thankless child.” 

_ The honorable Senator has expressed kind feel- 
ings for me and for my family. I believe he en- 
tertains them; but EF cannot suffer my mother and 
my country to be assailed under compliments of 
the kind, The injustice which has been pro- 
nounced upon that State more than once, must be 
rebuked, or I cannot hold my place upon this floor 
with anything like feelings of perfect equality. 
No man on this floor has the right to look into 
the institutions of another State. { will not have 
the indeceney to do so. Suppose I were to look 
into the institutions of Texas, and hold up some- 
thing that I might not approve, what would be 
thought of it? It has only been done on this floor 
y the Senator from Texas in relation to South 
Carolina, It is the fourth time it has been done 
y him. 

Ihave not said that the gentleman is a candi- | 
date for the Presidency and is fishing for popular 
Support. If he were to fish in South Carolina for 


popular support, and to appeal to the people, as || 


distinguished from the rulers, as he calls them, he | 
Would fish with a hook so naked that the people | 
would see and despise it. I know, sir, that a | 
great deal might be said on this subject. I do not 
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| travelled off and around it until we have got to 








| wish to protract this debate, for 1 do not feel that || 


the institutions of South Carolina are in danger 


| from the gentleman’s attacks. Coke’s Comment- || 
| aries upon Littleton have been read, and have in- 


structed the great lawyers of the land. Justinian 
has embalmed and given immortality to the Pan- 
dects. I suppose we shdfl have a book coming 
out, **Houston on the Constitution of South 
Carolina,”’ as equal with them in literary merit || 
and instructive matter. I am willing to let it go 
forth with all the authority of the Senator’s high 


Mr. HOUSTON. It is seldom that I ask the 
indulgence of the Senate; it is with regret that I 
ask that indulgence now. I started upon the 
compromise resolution, but ‘1 believe we have 


‘*Coke and Justinian.’’ Lam really very sorry 
that the honorable Senator from South Carolina 
has gone so much into detail in relation to the po- 
sition | bear to his State. It would appear from 
his remarks that I had wantonly, at various times, 
made attacks on South Carolina. I will be a little 
personal to myself, but I hope not egotistical, in 
stating the only occasions on which | made any 
allusions to the constitution of South Carolina. 
The first difficulty that originated was with a dis- 
tinguished citizen of South Carolina, and I hope 
the gentleman did not understand me as casting 
the slightest reflection on the late Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun.} 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator said that he did 
not intend to cast any such reflection; therefore 
I must believe him. I always confide in that 
Senator’s word. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I said that I buried any re- 
sentment which | might have had against him, 
and I wished it so understood. I have no resent- 
ments against the dead. 1 was proceeding to state 
that the first thing in this controversy was the de- 
nunciation of me by that distinguished man, when 
he said that I ought to be held up to public repro- 


| bation for voting for the Oregon bill. Ladverted 


to that matter in an address to my constituents. 
The next cause was a letter which I received of a 
most abusive character from Colonel Gadsden, of 


| that State. I responded to it. I was not the as- 


sailant in either case. The next cause was, that 
a member of the other House issued a most seur- 
rilous publication against me. I repelled that; so 


| that I was merely acting defensively. At the con- 


clusion of the last session an attack was made on 


me by a Senator, which was followed up by | 


another. Iam now repelling that attack, which I 


had not the opportunity of doing then. IL care \| 


not what others may think about it; but I thought 


| it due to myself that I should let these facts be 
| known, I designed no reflection beyond the facts. 


| I intended to say nothing in derogation of the State 
of South Carolina, or of her citizens. 
We have lately seen a practical manifestation 
of the truth of my remarks. The Legislature has 
| taken one course in the recent proceedings in that 
State; the matter was submitted to the people; and 
notwithstanding the unanimity of the Legislature, 
we find that the people, by eight thousand ma- 
jority, negatived the course indicated, so that | am 
| right in relation to the matter in South Carolina. 
‘The Senator says that I am a practical seces- 
sionist. I never was a secessionist. If I left my 
own to visit an adjacent country, it was no seces- 
| sion from principle or from allegiance to this coun- 
| try. Ifa new government was formed, and I was 
a part of that government, | owed my allegiance 
to it, but that did not make me an enemy to my 
native land. It is said South Carolina has imposed 
| obligations on Texas in her veriest need. rec- 
ollect that a Governor of South Carolina denounced 
Texas and her cause when she was bleeding at 
| every pore. When her women and children were 
| fugitives, and distracted with fear and apprehen- 
sion—when an invading and victorious enemy 
| were sweeping over het plains—then it was that 
a Governor of South Carolina denounced us as 
vagrants and vagabonds. Sir, if this imposed an 
obligation upon us in our veriest need, I have yet 
to learn a sense of gratitude for such favors. We 
honor the memory of the gallant sons of South 
| Carolina who fell in the Texan contest, and we 


| have recompensed their representatives as far as 
sible; but to say that South Carolina ever aided 
exas in the advance of one penny 
Mr. BUTLER, I never said that South Caro- 
lina did. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Then the gentleman says, I 
ae that some of her citizens did. , 

Mr. BUTLER. I have always understood so. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I assure the gentleman that 


he is mistaken in his apprehension. I do not mean 


any disrespect to South Carolina. I have stated 
facts. LI intended to make no disreputable inti- 


| mation. I can assure the gentleman that I am not 


fishing for the favor of South Carolina. I donot 


| hke the sea-board, and in the meuntains they have 


nothing but trout, and I never was a fisherman. I 
would not fish for political influence in South 
Carolina particularly, until some change or modi- 
fication takes place in the power of the people to 
express their opinions. I do say, once for all, 
that ldo not intend to reflect on the people of 
South Carolina, or on the memory of the illustri- 


|} ous dead. IT am sorry we have had such a ramb- 
| ling, desultory debate to-dey, but I have done with 


it. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not Know 
that I shall make the motion which it was my in- 
tention to make when [ at first rose. : 

Mr. BADGER. I must bee, as a favor of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire, that 
he will allow me one moment for the purpose of 


| making an explanatiou, 


Mr. HALE. I havégiven way already an hour 
anda half for explanations, and | shall never get the 
floor in the world if I give way any more. Ido 
not know that I shall make the motion which I at 
first intended to make, which was to lay the sub- 
ject on the table. I am too unpopular to carry the 
motion, and too rood-natured to persrat in it, par- 
ticularly when I have been notified that several 
rentleman want to speak upon its But I do hope 
that at a very early day the motion will be made. I 
wish to call the attention of the Senate, and of the 
Senator from Mississippi, who is about to leave us, 
to one fact. He says. and I have no doubt of it, that 


| his intention in introducing the resolution was to 


produce a brotherly feeling. Well, I think the 
exhibition he has had here to-day will satisfy him, 
thatso far as we have had any experimental knowl- 
edge of the effects of his brotherly resolution, it has 
been a failure. 

Mr. FOOTE. I never expected, when I intro- 
duced the resolution, that it woujd pass without 
opposition. I expected that every Abolitionist 
would oppose it, of course; that every Free-Souler 
and every disunionist would oppose it. | expected 
that all from the South who were catering for Free- 
Soil votes at the North, and that all from the North 
who were catering for secession votes at the South, 
would o pose it; but I believed that all patriotic 
votes—that is, the votes of all the rest of the mem- 
bers of the Senate—would be given in favor of the 
resolution. 1 wanted the fight to take place here, I 
thought the factionists would die hard; but die they 
|} must. I thought, however incompetent I might 

he for destroying such monsters, that I might have 
a chance for striking one or two blows more for 
my country. . 

Mr. HALE. I think that the illustrations of 
the healing and brotherly influence which this 
resolution is to produce, was best manifested by 
the state of mind in which the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi himself addressed the Senate. It was the 
operation which it had produced upon himself 
that induced me to come to the conclusion that it 
could not produce brotherly feeling. 

| ‘The Senator said he expected the Free-Soilers 
to die hard. Why, we can die without making 
as much fuss as the Senator does in living upon 
this earth. I think we shall not have as many 
spasmodic throes as he has in the full life and ex- 
eriment of the resolution itself. You know, Mr. 

Dreaidetst, that lam a diffident man; but I think 

I have a right to advise these gentlemen from the 
| South upon this subject. I appeal to the Senate, 
| that when we had this agitation On our side we 

managed it in much better temper, and smore 
| quietly. If this resolution is to operate on the 

country as it has operated upon the Senate, the 
| effect will be to throw the patient into fits before 
itiscured. But that may be the intention of the 
| physician. He may be one of those doctors who 
| cannot cure a patient without throwing him into 
fits. It is said thatthere are sonie such. I be- 
lieve conseientioasly that this resolution is not 
calculated to do any good jn the world: and it cer- 
tainly cannot be the object of the gentleman from 
Mississi pi to kill off the Free-Soilers before he 
| retires; for he announced here during the last Con- 
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gress, as often as once a week, that the Free-Soil- 
ers were dead. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
obsequies now. 

Mr. HALE. But they are notdead. Itseems 
to me that the task of killing them is not over. 
It is altogethera mistake. 1 want to call the atten- 
tion of my friends to another view of this subject 
presented by the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi the other day. In urging Southern men to 
vote for the resolution, he gave as a reason that 
the South had got everything they claimed; but 
he added, by way of proviso, that they claimed 
nothing but what was right and patriotic. 

Mr. FOOTE. Nothing but what the Constitu- 
tion allowed. 

Mr. HALE. He did say so; but he said they 
got everything they claimed. But to-day he says 
it is a thoroughly Democratic measure, by which 
I understand the modern definition of his democ- 
racy is, that it is thoroughly Democratic to give to 
the South everything they want, and that is the 
reason Southern men are to vote for this compro- 
mise resolution. I wantto appeal to some North- 
ern gentlemen here, for there are some Northern 
members on this floor representing Northern States 
and Northern constituencies. What can we—we 
patriotic men, I am not speaking of factionists— 
after we have taken this dose, and given this great 
glory to our friend to go hometo Mississippi with, 


We are merely performing their 


what can we tell our constituents that we got? | 
The South, remember, got all she claimed; what | 


did we get? 

Mr. BADGER. All the rest. 

Mr. HALE. ‘The honorable Senator 
North Carolina has made the best answer in the 
world. The South got everything she asked; the 
North gotall therest. Thatis acomplete answer, 
and it is a highly satisfactory solution of the whole 
difficulty. With that I suppose we can stand 
hefore our constituents. 

jut the honorable Senator from Mississippi, as 
1 said the other day, does not consider this to be 
final. He means it to be final until the South 
wants something more, and then the compromise 
is no longer binding. 

Before the honorable Senator goes home, I can 
assure him that if he has not produced a brotherly 
feeling all around, he has on me: I have none but 
the kindest feelings for him. But when he and 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Ruerr] the other day were disputing the palm 
with one another, to know who had done most 
for the Abolitionists, and which acted with them 
the best, I remembered very well that it used to be 
the fashion when I was getting what little educa- 
tion I have, to have debating societies, where the 


disputants displayed themselves, and where it was | 


the fashion for the presiding officer to scan up the 
merits of the various disputants, and to award the 
palm. As it is not precisely in accordance with 
your position, Mr. President, to assume that place, 
and as from the very nature of the case, I supposed 
the appeal was made to me to pronounce which 


was the better Abolitionist of the two, I think it | 


is my duty to the country to announce the fact. I 
can assure both of these honorable Senators that 
they have done a great deal more for the Abolition- 
ists than either of them is aware of. But on the 
score of magnanimity, and on no other score, I 
think I must award the palm to Mississippi: and 
i will teil the honorable Senator why. He says 
the South got all they claimed, and having got all 
they claimed, they are willing to acquiesce for 
awhile. Having got all they wanted they do not 
care about dissolving the Union. South Carolina 
is in the same category with Mississippi. She 


gets everything she wants, and everything the | 


North has got to give; but, like the old lady who 


got a new kettle, she is neither for borrowing nor | 


lending any more. She is for dissolving the Union 
and going on for herself. Having got everything 


she claimed, and everything we could give, she | 
thinks the Constitution has entirely failed to bring | 
about what was intended, and she is for going off. | 


Mississippi has the advantage in this respect, and 
in this alone. 


I would not undertake to go further into the 


comparison. If the honorable Senator would per- | 
mit me to quote Latin, I would say non nostrum | 
I would leave the | 


inter vos tantas componere lites. 
controversy between the two where it stands; but | 
I mast say that I hope I shall not hurt anybody | 
in Mississippi by doing this. 


from | 


TH 


| Mr. FOOTE. Do not praise me too much. 


| 


Mr. HALE. 


I will not praise the gentleman 
too much. I only give him credit for magnanim- 
ity. On that score alone, I give the palm to Mis- 
sissippi. If I were to follow the dictates of my 
own judgment, I would move to lay this resolu- 
tion on the table, not tht I think it will do any 
great hurt to the Free-Soil party or to anybody 
else. Iam certain, however, that it will do no 
good. I sympathize with some of those honor- 
able gentlemen who spoke to-day for the private 
claimants; and I think that something is due to 
them. I do not wish the whole time of the Sen- 
ate to be occupied during this long session in re- 
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discussing what took us a long session two years | 


ago to discuss. We have in our courts in New 


Hampshire a sort of trial on review; and I have 


always found in my experience as a practitioner, | 


that it takes twice as long to try a case on review 
as on the original issue. This is caused by new 
evidence coming up, and the case being presented 
in new aspects. What is this? Stript of its 
technicalities, it is nothing but the trial, upon re- 
view, of-the compromise measures. ‘The honor- 
able Senator who introduced it was in a hurry to 
have it passed, so that he might go home in sea- 
son to be maugurated Governor of Mississippi, 
and carry the resolution in his pocket. He may 
so home, be inaugurated, serve his time out, and 
eome back, and, in the ordinary course of legisla- 
tion, we shall not have got through the resolution 
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: Dec. 29. 
authorized by a previous Congress, and contin, * 
undera resolution of the last Congress. The rm 
er has suspended the work, awaiting the setae 
the House, as some inaccuracies have been fox of 
in the work, until the sense of the House can - 
taken whether they shall be corrected or not. Th 
committee have had the matter under considers, 
tion, and have authorized me to report 
House the resolutions which have been re 
the House may see the state of the work. | yu. 
that the Clerk read the report I send to his deci. 
it is a report made to me, as chairman of the eons, 
mittee, which more properly might have been maj. 
to yourself as the Presiding Officer of the House 
The report of the late Clerk of the Hoye 
showing the progress made in preparing the alpha. 
betical list of private claims, was then read, 
Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire of the chairmay 
of the Committee of Claims, when it is probable 
that this work will be completed, and how many 
clerks are now employed upon it; and, also, what 
sort of volume it will make? a 


Mr. DANIEL. It will make three volumes 


tO the 
ad, that 


pha- 


about the size of the Congressional Globe. There 


unless the Senate come to the conclusion that they | 
will do something practical, and lay the resolution | 


on the table. I shall not make the motion which 


I rose to make, because I see some gentlemen op- | 


posite me—some young gentlemen—who are anx- 
ious to distinguish themselves before the country, 
and shed lizht on the subject, and I am desirous 
to hear them. 


Mr. CLEMENS next obtained the floor; but it | 


being four o’clock, he yielded the floor, 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 22, 1851. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Morean. 


are about a dozen clerks now employed upon the 
work, and I understand, ifthecourse recommended 
by the committee be pursued, it will be completed 
in five to ten months, and then we shall have probe 
ably a work as nearly accurate as one can be made. 

Mr. JONES. The thing was wrong in the 
start. I am opposed to going on with it. 

Mr. APPLETON, of Maine. I would like tp 
inquire if the committee know what amount of , 
money has been already expended and ¢ontracied 
for? 

Mr. DANIEL. I will first give the House some 
idea of the progress and origin of the work, and 
they can then judge for themselves. This work 


|, was authorized previous to the last Congress, and 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and | 


approved. 
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. DANIEL, by unanimous consent, from | 


the Committee of Claims, presented to the House 


a report made to him, as chairman of said com- | 


mittee, by the late Clerk of the House, Richard 
M. Young, showing the progress made in prepar- 


ing an alphabetical list of private claims, the nature | 
of said claims, and the action thereon, accompa- | 


nied by the following resolutions, viz: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the 
hereby directed to have completed, in the shortest pos- 
sible time consistent with accuracy, the digest of claims 


House be and he is 


authorized by the resolution of the House of the 27th of | 


January, 1848, and the 2d of September, 1850, in the man- 


ner and at the rate of compensation therein authorized to | 


the extra clerks employed upon the same; and that he || 


pay the compensation due for services already performed | 
on the work, which has been withheld in consequence of | 


the restriction as to time in the resolution of 1850. 


. | 
Resolved, further, That the Clerk be and he is hereby | 


required to withhold the work from the press until the whole 
of it shall have been completed and subjected to a reéxam- 


ination with the journals, reports, laws, &c., and to have | 


reprinted so much of that now printed as shall, by the dis- 
covery of errors in it, connected with that now incomplete, 
or otherwise, be deemed necé@ssary; and that the work, 


when ready for the press, be printed by the printer now | 


engaged upon it. 


[A message was received from the Senate, in- | 


forming the House of the passage, by that body, | 


of the joint resolution of the House providing for 


the printing of additional copies of the Journal and | 
documents; also, an act to authorize the Secretary | 


of the Treasury to issue a register to the brig 
Ada; also, an act granting to the State of Missis- 
sippi the right of way and a donation of public 
land for the purpose of locating and constructing 


a railroad from Brandon to the eastern borders of | 


said State, in the direction of Montgomery, Ala- 
bama. } 


The resolutions of the Committee having been 
read, 
Mr. DANIEL said: I beg leave to state, that as 


this matter requires the immediate action of the | 


House, I trust there will be no objection. It is in 





\| regaré io the digest of private claims which was ; 


| the work. 


| work within twelve months. 


| authorized to em loy a greater force. 


was recommended by the Committee of Claims, 
They found in their investigation, that some digest 
and index referring them to the action, which the 
two Houses of Congress had had upon the various 
claims which had been before them, would not only 
facilitate the labors of the several Committees, 
but would tend to protect Congress from imposi- 
tion. It was found, that claims sometimes re 
jected in one shape, sometimes assumed another 
shape, and afterwards very cm pee passed. I have 
been referred to a case, which was twice paid by 
Congress, at the distance of only eight years. The 
committee, therefore, felt the necessity of such 
a work, and recommended that a work similar to 
the digest of claims which had been prepared by 
the Senate, should be also prepared, containing all 
the cases which had been before this House, and 
that Mr. Young, a gentleman of this city, who 
had performed the duties of clerk to the Com- 
mittee of Claims in previous years, should prepare 
During the last Congress, feeling the 
necessity of the work, and wishing to have it com- 
pleted as soon as possible, the Committee of 
Claims inquired what progress had been made, and 
found that although Mr. Young had been engaged 
some three years, he had made but very little pro- 
gress, and that if he were alone employed upon 
it, years would elapse before we should have the 
work, without any saving, as regards expense. It 
seemed best, therefore, to the Committee of the 
last Congress, that the work should be hastened, 
but first requested the Clerk of the House to as- 
certain, from such source as would impart correct 
information, what force would be necessary, !0 
addition to the Clerks of the House, to complete the 
We wished to have 
it completed by the last session of the last Congress. 
It was a matter about which all was mere conjecture. 
We had no idea of the vast labor which was re 
quired, nor, as it seems, had the Clerk, who sup- 
posed that seven extra clerks would be sufficient 
complete the work within twelve months. The 
House, under the recommendation ofthe Committee 
of Claims, therefore, passed a resolution authorizing 
an additional number of clerks, but thought prope 
not to restrict him as to the number, for it was very 
obvious that it was all mereconjecture. Asthe work 
had been commenced, we were desirous of having 


| the work completed, and if seven clerks were no 


sufficient to complete it, that the Clerk should be 
He pro- 
ceeded at first with the smallest number suppos® 
to be necessary to complete the work in the re 
site time. But as the time approached he foun 
that the force was not sufficient, and enlarged it ' 
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851. 
something like a dozen. They have been em- 
sloved in making examinations—they have gone 
‘hrough the Journals, reports, and laws—they have 
examined written and printed reports—they have 
examined the files, and in fact everything relating 
4 the action of the House upon the various claims 
hich had been before it as well as the Senate. 
They have, as I understand, completed the alliter- 
aiion of all the letters of the alphabet, except per- 
haps the letters M, S,and T., They have made 
extracts from printed reports, laws, and the files 
of the House, and arranged them under their re- 
eective letters. That is the condition of the work, 
«far as the alliteration is concerned. The late | 
Clerk, being exceedingly anxious to hasten the 
work, thought proper to have the copies of the allit- 
eration urider the two first letters of the alphabet, 
\ and B, sent to the printer, and they have been 


printed. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? Was it not understood 
that this work was to be finished by the Ist of 
September last? 

Mr. DANIEL. It was so expected, sir; but, 
as] have stated, it was not so finished. There 
was no just idea of the immense amount of labor 
which it involved. ‘The object of the index or 
divest is for the purpose of reference to claims 
which have been betore Congress. It must be 
obvious to the House that the same claims may 
appear under different names. For instance, an 
orinal claimant presents aclaim. After it has 
been pending some time, he dies. Then his rep- 
resentative presents it. The claim would appear 
frst in the name of the original claimant, which 
name might begin with the letter A, and subse- 
quently it would appear in the name of his repre- 
sentative—sometimes of assignees. The letters 
A and B have been prepared and sent to the | 
ter before a comparison of the alliteration 
under subsequent letters had been made; and, 
therefore, there is no reference of cases under 
those two letters to the same cases appearing 
under different names beginning with subsequent 
letters of the alphabet. After sending the work 
so far as it was supposed to be completed to the 
printer, the clerks, on proceeding with a compari- 
son of other letters, found that there were many 
cases under other letters that ought to be referred 
to under letters A and B, and that the work would 
be imperfect unless it should be suspended until 
the alliteration was completed, and the copies for 
the printer be compared with the originals, and 
they with the Journals, reports, &c. Although 
this work is far more accurate and extended than 
the work of the Senate, there are, it seems, 
some mistakes in copying as well as in the ab- 
stracts, which we are anxious to have corrected, 
and have, if possible, an accurate work, and not 
an imperfect work, like the Digest of the Senate. | 
That, { understand, is exceedingly imperfect. I 
am informed that there are oueenae of cases 
which have been before the Senate, and upon 
which they have acted, which are pot to be found 
inthe Digest. So that that Digest is calculated to 
mislead as to cases which it does not embrace, 
but which have in trath been acted upon by the 
Senate; and I understand there are thousands 
ot cases that have been omitted. This we wish 
to avoid in the Digest under consideration. If 
the Digest which has been prepared thus far, 
should be suffered to go to the printer, although 
incomplete and inaccurate in some respects, yet it 
would be valuable, and might aid in guarding 
against imposition, but would be more valuable if 
securate, These matters have been taken into 
consideration by the Committee of Claims, and 
they have instructed me to report a resolution | 
which directs the Clerk of the House to withhold || 
the work from the printer until the entire allitera- 
tion has been gone through with and compared, 
and an examination of the Journals, laws, and files 
of the House have been*made, so as to insure the 
Breatest possible degree of accuracy. There is 
another matter embraced in the resolution which 
‘he committee thought proper to bring to the con- 
sideration of the House. This is a matter which 
falls within the contract of the printer of the last 
Congress. If the work should be suspended 
48 proposed, a claim might be set up Se the 
pester to the present Congress, and the committee 
ave thought proper to provide by resolution, that | 
the work should G done by the printer who has || 


nril 
prt 


heretofore performed a part of it. He has his |) 
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type already set up, and can correct with less 
trouble and expense the defects which exist under 
the letters A and B, than to make an entire reprint 
of the work. I will state to the House, that the 
committee have been informed by the clerk of the 
Senate Committee on Printing, and one of the print- 
ers engaged about the work, that the cost of the 
yrinting which has been already done, if that should 
a thrown aside, will be a little the rise of two 
thousand dollars. Fourteen hundred copies of the 
work, under the letters A and B, and some per- 
haps under the letter C, have been printed. The 
committee thought it would be best even to pay 
that sum to have the work accurate. ‘They be- 
lieve that a great deal of the work which has been 
printed under letters A and B, might be embraced 
in subsequent reprints; so that the probability is, if 
the House see fit to act upon the suggestions of the 
committee, the cost will be much less than $2,000. 
It is supposed if they were to compare the copies 
with the original abstracts, under the different 
letters, it would require some two or three months 
to have the work ready for the printer; and to 


| compare the abstracts with the Journals, reports, 


and laws, might require some four or five months 
more. ‘The number of clerks employed at present 
is about twelve, as before stated, and they receive 
the compensation of engrossing clerks—salaries 


|| of $1,500 per annum. ‘The House can see, there- 


fore, what the additional cost will be. 1 suppose, 
if the work shall be so prepared and so printed 
as to insure that accuracy which the committee 


think highly desirable, the whole cost will be up- 


wards of $20,000—perhaps as high as $25,000. 
Even if the cost should reach that sum, it might 
save the Treasury double, treble, even ten times 
the amount in a single Congress. I trust that 
with these explanations there will be no objection 
to the resolutions, and that they will be adopted. 

I desire to add one single remark, which I omit- 
ted. I understand from the clerks who have been 
engaged in this investigation, that the indices to 
the Journals and the reports of the House have 
been found to be exceedingly inaccurate. In one 
case several hundred matters that have been before 
the House are not indexed atall. I make this re- 
mark with the hope that those engaged in prepar- 
ing the indices will pay more attention in future. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
resolution, and on a division there were—ayes 100, 
noes 38. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. SACKETT moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table; which latter motion was agreed tor 


RECEPTION OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 
Mr. CARTTER asked the unanimous consent 


of the House to introduce the following resolu- 
tion: 

‘¢ Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Chair to wait upon Louis Kossuth on his arrival at the 
capital, and introduce him to the House of Representa 
tives.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, to enable him to introduce the resolution, 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I desire to debate 


| the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The motion now is, to sus- 
pend the rules to enable the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Cartrer] to offer his resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and there were—yeas 111, 


nays 58; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Allison, Andrews, John 
Appleton, Babcock, Bartlett, Bennett, Bissell, Bowne, 
John H. Boyd, Brenton, Briggs, Busby, Joseph Cable, 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chandler, Chapman, 
Chastain, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, Cur- 
tis, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Disney, Doty, Dur- 
kee, Eastman, Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, Floyd, Fowler, 
Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, 
Gentry, Giddings, Green, Grey, Grow, Hascall, Hendricks, 
Hibbard, Horsford, Howard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. 
Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, John Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, 


| Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Mace, Ed 


ward ©. Marshall, Mason, McDonald, MeNair, Molony, 
H. D. Moore, Murray, Nabers, NewtongOlds, Andrew Par- 
ker, Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Polk, Rantoul, Richard- 
son, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Scudder, David L. Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, 
Smart, Sed@w, Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 


E. Mi 





Abraham P. Stevens, Stone, St. Martin, Stuart, Sutherland, 
Sweetser, George W. Thompson, Thurston, Townshend, 
Tuck, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Welch, Ad 
dison White, Wildrick, and Yates—111. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Ashe, Averett, 
Barrere, Thomas H. Bayly, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bragg, 
Breckenridge, Albert G. Brown, BE. Carrington Cabell, 
Caldwell, Lewis D, Campbell, Cullom, Daniel, Dockery, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Evans, Fiteh, Goodenow, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, Sampson W. Harris, Ha 
ven, Hebard, Henn, Hillyer, Holladay, Houston, Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, George W. Jones, Lock 
hart, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, MeMuilin, Millson, 
Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Orr, Penn, Powell, Scurry, 
Smith, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, Benjamin 
Thompson, Venable, Watkins, Wilcox, and Williams—54, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, asked leave to 
record his vote, being without the bar when his 
name was called; but objection was made. 

So, tw thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


HOLDERS OF BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS, 

Mr. BRENTON, by unanimous consent, and 
pursuant to previous notice, introduced a bill **for 
the relief of the helders of bounty land warrants 
issued under the act of September 28, 1850.” 
The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. PF 

Mr. BRENTON. I wish to make a very few 
remarks in reference to that bill. Itis one which, 
in my opinion, demands the prompt and speedy 
action of Congress; and if I had confidence in the 
reneral correctness of its phraseology, | would 
ask the House to pass upon it immediately, with- 
out any reference to a committee. 

The object of the bill is to permit the location of 
these bounty land warrants upon lands above the 
minimum price of $1 25 per acre; and also to con- 
firm the titles of the holders of land of that char 
acter that has already been located. Under the 
present law the Commissioner has suspended the 
operation of locations at several offices upon lands 
of that character. Many warrants have been loca- 
ted upon these lands under the instructions appli- 
cable to the location of Mexican bounty land war- 
rants; but those locations have been suspended, 
and it is important that they shall be confiamed, in 
addition to extending the privilege of locating on 
these lands, to the present holders. Again, patents 
have already been issued upon locations that have 
been made of the character déscribed in the bill, 
and it is important that the last section shall pass 
in order to confirm the titles of the present holders 
of these patents. ‘The offices where there are lands 
of this character are now suspended, as far as the 
location of warrants is concerned, and have been 
since some time in the month of September last. 
I myself know of hundreds of cases where indi- 
viduals are now held in suspense—locations having 
been made and the Commissioner having author- 
ized the canceling of those locations in some in 
stances and the suspension of them in others bt 
is therefore important that the patents of the hold- 
ers shall be legalized. 

Believing that the bill can meet with no objection 
from any part of the House, | ask that it ‘be put 
upon its passage immediately. If objection is 
made, I shall move its reference to the appropriate 
committee, 

Mr. HALL. This isa bill of considerable im- 
portance, and I do not think it ought to be passed 
without being examined by acommittee. [| there- 
fore move its reference to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. BISSELL moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of taking up for consideration the 
joint resolution explanatory of the act approved 
September 28th, 1850, entitled ** An act granting 
bounty lands to certain officers and soldiers who 
have been engaged in the military service of the 
United States.’ 

Mr. B. said: If the House will indulge me for 
a single moment, I will state that there are matters 
contained in this resolution which require prompt 
action on the part of this House. I know of no 
measure that has been or can be brought before 
us that requires prompt action more than the mat- 
ters embraced in this resolution. I hope, therefore, 
that there will be no objection to going into com- 
mittee and passing it to-day. 

The resolution provides, amongst other things, 
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for compensating land officers for locating military 
bounty land warrants. This is but an act of jus- 
tice, and one which is demanded by every princi- 
ple that should govern our action here. 

I will state to the House, that there are land offi- 
cers in the West who, under the impression that 
compensation would be made to them for locating 
these warrants, have held on to the offices fortwo or 
three years, which only yield them one hundred 
dollars a year above clerk hire. The very fact 
that all the lands around them in their districts 
are entered upon by these warrants prevents them, 
of course, from receiving that percentage which 
they have heretofore received wits their land has 
been entered by money. All that they get, there- 
fore, is the $500 salary, and very small dribblings 


received from other sources, which do not com- ' 


pensate them for their labor. 
no objection to my motion. 

Mr. TUCK. I desire to inquire of the gentle- 
man, whether it is his purpose to ask that the 
other parts of the resolution which he proposes to 
take up, shall be passed, besides that to which he 
has referred? 

[ have not yet heard of any opposition to that 
part of the gentleman’s resolution to which he has 
referred, but I consider it a matter demanding the 
utmost deliberation before we determine to create 
an indefinite and, at present, unknown extension 
of the law of 1850, granting bounty lands. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lIcall the gentleman to or- 
der. I object to this debate. 

The SPEAKER. The debate is not in order. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bissevi’s 
motion; and it was agreed to—ayes 81, noes 36; 
{the Speaker voting in the affirmative to make a 
quorum. | 

So the rules were suspended, and 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee Of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Hissarp in the chair.) 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved to pass by all the 
business precediug the joint resolution in relation 


I hope there will be 


to bounty lands warrants, with the view to take 


up and fonsider that resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That motion is 
notin order. The 135th rule requires that the 
business shall be taken up in committee in the or- 
der in which it stands upon the calendar; and it 
is a question for the committee to determine 


whether they will proceed with the first business 


in order, or whether it shall be laid over. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
Tennessee is right, and | was but anticipating the 
rule. If, however, the Chairman will designate 


what the business is that precedes the resolution, | 


I will move to pass it by. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the first business | 


in order was the resolutions of the gentleman from 
Miabama, [Mr. Hovsron,] for the distribution of 
the President’s message to the several standing 
committees. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
those resolutions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not understand the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Seymour] as yield- 
ing the floor for a motion of that sort. When the 
committee was last in session, that gentleman was 
entitled to the floor, and is, therefore, now entitled 
to it. Unless he shall yield the floor, the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois cannot be enter- 
tained. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
from New York gave way for the committee to 
rise, he lost the control of the floor. It is for the 
committee to determine each day what business 
they will take up. ‘They have entire control of 
the business. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 


I move to lay aside 


I will state 


When the gentleman | 


that when the committee last had under consider- | 


ation the President’s the floor 


awarded to me. 


message, was 


tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron;] and desir- 
ing to offer an amendment to one of these resolu- 
tions, I obtained the floor. I do not propose to 


enter into an extended discussion, but merely to | 


offer an amendment to one of the resolutions. For 
one, I hope that the President’s message will take 
precedence, and that the subjects therein contained 
will be referred to the appropriate committees, so 
that the committees of this House may have sub- 


jects before them to consider during the recess, or | 


during the time when this House will not be seri- 


The question was about to be | 
taken upon the resolutions introduced by the gen- || 
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|| ously oceupied with business until after the Ist of 
| January. 


It will not take long to dispose of the 
message, and then this resolution can be taken up. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
order. I desire to know from the Chair whether 
or not the gentleman from New York is entitled 
30 the floor? 
The CHAIRMAN. 


floor. 


Mr. RICHARDSON appealed from the decision | 


of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
committee is the consideration of the resolutions of 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovusron,] in 
relation to the President’s message. The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Seymour] having ob- 


tained the floor before the committee last rose, the | 


Chair decides that he is now entitled to the floor. 
From that decision the gentleman from Illinois 
appeals; and the question now is, Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. As I 


understand that 


the gentleman from New York desires only to | 


| occupy the floor for a few moments, I withdraw 


brief and of an entirely practical nature. 


| Roads and Canals. 


the appeal; but I shall renew it hereafter with a 
view of testing the propriety of the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
at once, and therefore I renew the appeal. 

The question was then taken, and the Chair 
was sustained. 


Mr. SEYMOUR called for the reading of the 


eighth resolution; and it was read as follows: 


“8. That so much of said message as relates to com- 


merce, the improvement of harbors, reciprocal trade be- 
tween the United States and Canada, and other British 
possessions near our trontier, be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce.”’ 

Mr. 8. then moved to amend the resolution by 
inserting before the word ‘‘harbors’”’ the words 
‘* rivers and;’’ and also to strike out the 10th reso- 
lution, which provides that so much of the mes- 
sage as relates to the improvement of rivers be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. 8. said: Mr. Chairman, the remarks I pro- | 


pose to submit upon this amendment will be very 


be perceived that the resolution as offered by the 


gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Housron,] pro- || 
poses, among other things, to submit to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce the consideration of the im- | 


provement of our harbors; whereas the same res- 
olution proposes to submit the subject of the 
improvement of our rivers to the Committee on 
Now, the amendment which 
bk have submitted proposes to submit the consid- 
eration of both these subjects to the Committee 
on Commerce, as has been the practice of the 


| House heretofore. 


| House, by which the Committee on 
| Canals was established. 


| rivers, to the Committee on Commerce. 


I am aware that the resolution as offered by the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,] is 
strictly in accordance with the 98th rule of this 


this committee shall have consideration of all such 
petitions and matters or things relating to roads 


and canals, and the improvement of the navigation || 
of rivers, as shall be presented, or may come in | 
erat or be referred to them by the House, &c. | 


“hat rule, however, I will remark, bears date 


twenty years ago; and if gentlemen will take the | 
trouble to examine, they will find that the universal | 
practice of the House, from that period down to | 
| the present time, has been to refer all matters re- | 


lating both to the improvement of harbors and 


not been able to find a single instance where the 
two subjects have been separated. Such has been 
the uniform practice of the House, and I suppose 
it has been thus uniform for good reasons. A full 
investigation of the matter will convince gentlemen 
of the propriety of this practice. The subjects 
themselves are of a similar nature; both have ref- 
erence to matters affecting the foreign commerce 
of the country. 

A rule which has been promulgated—and which 
we have endeavored, certainly, to adhere to, in re- 
lation to the improvement of rivers—that all ap- 
propriations for such objects shall be of a national 


character, shows the propriety of the reference of 


all matters pertaining to the navigation of our Jarge 
rivers, as well as those pertaining to the improve- 


NAL GLOBE, 


The Chair decides that |) 
the gentleman from New York is entitled to the 


The business before the | 


I want that question decided | 


It will | 


toads and | 
That rule provides, that | 


1 have | 
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'| ment of our harbors upon the Atlantie and Pacif 
|| coast, or upon the lakes, to the Committee on Co, ; 
|| merce. The cormmittee will perceive that an... 

priations made for these subjects, if separated i 
often be expended upon similar objects, The wn 
provement of a river is many times the improve. 
|| ment of a harbor—the river itself helping to f,,., 

that harbor. Gentlemen are aware of the pe 
— for appropriations upon these subjects, 

trust, therefore, that they will see the Propriety 
and importance of referring them both to the - 
mittee on Commerce, in order that those subjects 
which are kindred in their character, may be eon’ 
sidered and decided upon by one and the eis 
committee. If the House is to pass a )il the 
present session, making such appropriations a 
our constituents may reasonably expect, it seems 
to me that it can be better mutha in one com. 
mittee than in both. I wish to be distinctly i 
derstood, in making this.motion, that I cagt “ 
disrespect upon any member of the Committee oy 
Roads and Canals. I believe that this, or any 
| other subject, which it may be the good pleasure 
| of the House to refer to them, will receive their 
deliberate and impartial investigation; and I believe 
that investigation would be conducted with ability 
I make the motion for the purpose of preserving 
uniformity of proceeding upen this subject, and for 
the purpose of subserving to what I believe will 
be the best interests of the country, in relation ig 
these matters. I present these remarks for the 
|| consideration of the committee, and I leave them 
|| to make what disposition of the subject they may 
|| deem proper. ee 

Mr. BISSELL. As this subject furnishes a 
theme for discussion about as illimitable as any 
other, I move that it be now laid aside. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I hope that it will not be 
the pleasure of the committee to pass it over, 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, I make the motion to 
lay it aside temporarily, in order to take up the 
next business on the calendar. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Bisseur,] if the resolution 
| which he proposes taking up, has been printed 
and laid upon the desks of members? 

Mr. BISSELL. It has been printed, but it 
seems has not been very generally distributed. 

Mr. ORR. <I will merely remark that I have 
just sent out for a copy of it and cannot obtain 
one. 

The question now being upon the motion to lay 
aside the resolution under consideration, 

Mr. BISSELL demanded tellers, which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Cartrer and Fow er ap- 
| pointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 41, noes 57; no quorum voting. 
[Cries of ** Re-count!’’ and ‘Call the roll!”’| 


The CHAIRMAN said that the roll would be 
called to ascertain the names of the absentees. 
| The roll was then called and the committee 
rose, and the Speaker having resumed the chair, 
the chairman éf the committee reported that the 
|, Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
having found itself without a quorum, had in- 
| structed him to report that fact to the House, with 
| the names of the absentees. ' 
A quorum being now present, the committee 
/ resumed its session; and the question being taken 
|| upon the motion to lay aside the resolution under 
consideration, the tellers reported—ayes 65, noes 
61. 
So the motien prevailed. 


_ The CHAIRMAN stated the next business In 
| order to be a joint resolution explanatory of the act 
‘approved. September 28, 1850, entitled ‘An act 
\| granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers 
who have been engaged in the military service 0! 
the United States.” 
| Mr; DUNHAM desired to offer an amendment. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the reading 
of the resolution, . 
| It was read by the Clerk. The following is the 
|| first section, as read: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
|| the United Statesof America in Congress assembled, Tha 
{| nothing in the act approved September 28, 1850, “ grant- 
ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have 
| been engaged in the military service of the United States, 
shall be construed as to prevent the sale and transfer of ~ 
|| Certificate or warrant issued by virtue of said act, poe 
|| the location of the same, or the issue of the patent thereo” 


i Mr. DUNHAM. I desire to offer an amend- 
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gent, Which I send to the table, to come in as an | 
ditional section. = i 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana propose to amend the first section ? 

“Mr, DUN HAM. Ido not. ’ 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I suggest to 
yp centleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam,] that 
be move to amend in such a manner that the 
hole shall take the form of an act, and not of a 
resolution. ; 
"Mr. DUNHAM made a reply that was entirely | 
‘naudible to the reporter. 

"Mr. STEPHENS. Then I move to amend the 
test gection, by striking out the word ‘ Resolved,” 
and inserting the words ‘* Be it enacted.’ 

The question being taken, the amendment was 


— —~ 
EO 


qore ed to. . s 
"Mr. FICKLIN. I move to amend the first } 


section by inserting the following as a substitute 


therefor: 

section 1. That hereafter all military bounty land war- | 
rants shall be assignable by indorsement thereon, and may | 
he either by a special or blank assignment, but shal] in all 
a < be dated on the day of the assignment, attested by two 
competent witnesses, and acknowledged betore some officer 
authorized to take the acknowledgment of deeds, who | 
shall certify that the person making the assignment is per- | 
sonally known to him to be the individual making the as- | 
sienment, or that his identity was established by two com- | 
netent Witnesses, Which said assignment to be attested by 
the seal of a court of the proper county, and shall authorize 
the assignee thereof to locate the said warrant in his own 


name. 

Mr. FICKLIN. It may be proper for me to 
sy, in explanation of the amendment I propose, | 
that | concur entirely with my friend from Geor- 
via, (Mr. STEPHENS,| that it is proper that this 
resolution should throughout assume the form of 
an act. I think it proper also that, instead of say- 

ethat nothing in the act shall be construed to 
prevent an assignment, that there should be an 
express authority given to make the assignment; 
and that the mode of making it should be designa- 
ted, so that all may understand it. As I under- 
stand it, sir, the act which has heretofore been | 
passed making land warrants assignable, is so 
loose that infinite frauds upon the Government in 
making assignments have been committed; and 


that one location after another has been set aside || 
by the proper officers of Government, because of || 


defects in the assignment and transfer of warrants. 
[am not prepared to say that the amendment I 
propose is perfect; but I am prepared to say that 
there should be an amendment giving express 
authority to the holders of these warrants to as- 
sign them, and also pointing out the mode and 
manner of making that assignment, so that it may | 
be understood by every person how he can effect 
an assignment of these warrants to make them 
good at the land offices. 

Mr. BISSELL. As the amendment proposed by 
my colleague [Mr. Fickurn] aims at the accom- 
plishment of the same object as the first resolution 
of the series, and perhaps is better adapted to ac- 
complish that object, I see no objection to its being 
adopted. 
tainly and more effectively attained. 

Mr. BRENTON. Iask that the amendment 
may be read, as I desire to make a few remarks 
in reference to it. 

_ amendment was accordingly read as 
adove, 


located these locations have been set aside one or 
two years after the location for a defect in the 
assignment? 
Mr. BRENTON. I will answer the gentleman, 
that such is the fact; but the remedy is not to be 
found by imbodying the form of the assignment 
in the law. It is true, sir, under my own obser- | 
vation, that thousands of these warrants have, 
during the last few years, been assigned in the | 
most informal manner, even with the blank form of 
assignment, and by attorneys who have acted for 


} 


the holders of warrants. If the form of assignment | 


is embraced in the law, and no authority given to 
have it printed upon the warrants themselves, the 
law will not be generally circulated, and greater 
evils and informalities will grow out of it than 
have grown out of the practice heretofore. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 1 would inquire of the honor- 
able member from Indiana, if the printing of this 
first section, as to the mode of assignment upon 
the warrant, would not obviate his objection en- 
tirely ? 

Mr. BRENTON. I answer the inquiry of the 
gentleman further: Under the act of 1847, the 
ninth section of that act, by which these warrants 
are authorized to be issued, and by which they 
were made assignable, accompanied the warrant, 
and was then followed by a bill of instructions 





The object will perhaps be more cer- | 


Mr. BRENTON. Mr. Chairman, I have some | 


objections to the form prescribed in the proposed 
amendment. It would be much better, sir, to pro- 
vide sim oly that the warrants shall be assignable, 
leaving the form to be prescribed by the Commis- 
sioner of the Gerteral Land Office. The practice 
las been, in reference to warrants issued under the 
law of 1847, to accompany them with the blank 
form of an assignment. The form prescribed 
would be objectionable, if for no other reason than 
this, that the law would not be in the hands prob- 
ably of ten out of a hundred of those that will 
hold these warrants. But if authority be given 


‘omake these warrants assignable, under the in- | 


struction of the Commissioner of the General 
and Office, in the form of the assignment accom- 


Panying the warrant, every individual, when he | 


receives the warrant, will at once have the form 
before him. 

Mr. FICKLIN.. With the permission of my 
rend from Indiafia, (Mr. Brenton,} 1 wish to 
ask him if he is not aware that such instructions 
have heretofore been given under the act of 1847, 


and that in very many cases of warrants being || rants hereafter to be issued, should have printed ,, 


from the Commissioner himself, printed upon the 
back, prescribing the form in which these war- 
rants should be assigned; and | conceive all that 
is necessary in making these warrants assignable, 
is to leave the matter with the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to prescribe the form, and 
to have that form printed upon the back of the 
warrant, that every holder may have it directly 
before his eye. I have known hundreds of cases 
| where warrants have passed into the hands of 
attorneys who have undertaken to transact this 
business, and these warrants have come to the 
Land Office regularly assigned apparently, but 
Pith only one attesting witness, and in many cases 
with no seal of any officer attached to them. 

The instructions should be made so specific that 
every individual who holds a warrant, however 
ignorant, may be enabled to fill up the assign- 
ment, and to put his name to it so as to save, in 
the language of the law of 1850, the soldiers from 
any expense whatever in the lecation of their 
warrants. I would remark further, sir, while upon 
| this point, that, as regards the location of these 

warrants, the provisions of law in reference to the 
| expenses incurred by the soldiers have, to my 

mind, been contravened, Expenses have been 

incurred by the holders of warrants issued under 

the act of 1850, which, I think, are wholly un- 

called for, in order to their location. I am decidedly 
| in favor of the transfer or assignment of all these 
warrants, and want a provision inserted in the 
first section, such as shall authorize the Commis- 
| sioner of the General Land Office, or the Commis- 
| sioner of Pensions, issuing the warrants, to cause 
to be printed upon the back of them the form of 
an assignment, such as shall be recognized by the 
proper authority for the location of these warrants. 
| And as I have not the amendment before me, and 
I do not know at what point precisely to intro- 
duce that provision, I will leave it with the com- 
mittee, that it may be introduced. In that form 
and with that change in the proposed amendment 
I shall favor it. 

Another point, sir. If I understand the lan- 
guage of the proposed amendment, it is simply 
| that hereafter all warrants shall be made assigna- 
ble. Is the language there used intended to em- 
brace all warrants now outstanding, or warrants 
which shall hereafter be issued? It should be 
made retrospective. 

Mr. FICKLIN. It means all outstanding war- 
rants. It embraces all warrants. 

Mr. BRENTON. I supposed that was the in- 
tention. 

Mr. BISSELL. It must be recollected that the 
form which it is proposed the Commissioner shall 
adopt, cannot reach the thousands of warrants al- 
peal out; therefore I think that we should fix in 
substance the form, so that holders of warrants 
already issued can have the help of the Commis- 
sioner, and may know how to assign them. I 
think, therefore, that the form proposed in the 
amendment of my colleague {Mr. Fick} should 
be adopted; and if it is thought advisable, to sug- 
gest to the Commissioner, or require that any war- 
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upon them the form corresponding with what we 
here contemplate, it will be well. But, in addition 
to that, it is necessary here to fix the substance of 
the form, in order to meet the case of warrants 
already passed beyond the control of the Com- 
missioner, 


Mr. BRENTON. There is very little difference 


| between me and my friend from Illinois, [Mr. 


Bisseiu.| There ig no difference as regards the 
propriety of the assignment and the form of the 
assignment. ‘Fhe point is this, to get the assign- 


ment in such a form that the 


mass, the ihterate 


| and the uneducated, shall understand it. 


Mr. CARTTER. l rise to a question of order. 
It is this: Is it competent to diseuss the point the 
ventleman is now discussing, when 


amendment before the committee. 


there is no 
He said he has 
an amendment somewhere in contemplation. 


Mr. BRENTON. Lam thankful that 


the or- 


| derly gentleman from Ohio has ca!ied my attention 


to a point of order. <1 always, as a stranger to 
parhamentary proceedings, feel my self under ob- 
ligation to any gentleman who sets me right, and 
puts me in order when | am out of order, I un- 
derstand that in discussing this question in the 
Committee of the Whole, | would have a right te 
take up and discuss every letter and syllable of 
this section, as well as the proposed amendments, 


and still be in order. I only suggested to my 


| friend from Illinois [Mr. Fickisin] the propriety 


| readily as the form suggested b 


ot having that amendment so changed as to aulhor- 
ize the indorsement of the form of the assignment 
upon the back of the warrant. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I 
right. 

Mr. TAYLOR inquired if it was in order te 
submit an amendment to the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was. 

Mr. TAYLOR then submitted the following 
amendment, to come in_at the end of the first sec- 
tion, viz: 


have no objection. It is 


In conformity with a form to be preseribed by the Com 
missioner of the General Land Office. 

Mr. BISSELL. One suggestion 
amendment: It would not reach the 
already out. 


Mr. TAYLOR. 


upon that 
warrants 


{ apprehend it will, just as 
y the gentleman 
from Indiana, (Mr. Brenton. ]} It is 
pose to detain the committee... [ believe a very 
large majority of the House would like to see 
these land warrants made assignable. I believe that 
is the desire of the country— particularly of those 
ersons to whom these warrants have been issued 
Che object of the gentlemen who have discussed 


not my pur- 


this question is to adopt some form by which this 
may be done. Now, Str, l think there is no bet- 
ter person to preseribe a form for such warrants 
than the Commissioner of the Genera! Land Office, 
and the amendment I move to come in at the end 
of the first section will meet that view. I propose 
these land warrants shall be made assignable in 
the form prescribed by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. That will be known to the 
country, and accessible to evervbody, and prob- 
ably will be printed upon the back of the land 
warrant itself. This I think meets the views of 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Brenron,] so 
intelligently expressed. 1 will add to my amend 
ment the words, *‘and be printed upon the back 
of the warrant.”’ It is very evident, Mr. Chair- 
man, that these land warrants are to be made aas- 
signable; and I think if these words are adopted, 
they will meet the views of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair under- 
stand the gentleman to modify his amendment 

Mr. TAYLOR. Ithink my amendment as first 
offered will meet the wishes of gentlemen, and I 
will not modify it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move the committee 
rise. My object is to terminate this debate. 

Several Mempers. ‘Oh, no!’’ **Oh, no!” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iéthe resolution I in- 
tend to propose is adopted, we can go back into 
committee again; gentlemen can offer all of their 
propositions, have a vote upon, and five minutes 
to debate them. I want to terminate this sort of 
debate, as there is evidently no good to resu!t from 
it. I move the committee rise. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers; which were 
not ordered, * 

The question being taken, the motion was not 
agreed to. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 


The amendment 
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of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ficxi1y] is one || tleman from [linois [Mr. Ficki] was in fact.a 


in substitution of the first section—is it not, sir? 


|| substitute. 


The CHAIRMAN assented. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
it is in order to perfect the first section before the 
vote is taken upon the substitute. I offer the fol- 


Then I suppose | 


lowing as a proviso, to come in after the first sec- | 


tion, and I desire its adoption, although I have no 
objection to the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itistheim 
Chair that theamendment submitted by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Taytor,] being in fact to 
perfect the first section, takes precedence. The 
first vote must be upon it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I supposed it 
was an amendment to the substitute of the gentle- 
man from Illinois. ‘ 


Mr. CLEVELAND called for the reading of” 
the section as it would be if the amendment were | 


adopted; which was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will detain 
the House but for a moment. The sense of the 
House upon the subject now before them is a 
matter very well ascertained. We will not reach 
the time when we can proceed to vote upon these 
questions at all, so long as there is a gentleman in 
this Hall disposed to go on and make a speech, 
except by proceeding according to the regular rule; 
that revular rule is, that in the House we shall 
pass a resolution which shall limit debate to five 
minutes, Then every gentleman can havean oppor- 
tunity of offering amendments and of making five 
minutes’ speeches upon them, and those opposed to 
them will have, also, five minutes in which to state | 
their objections. If we aredisposed to go on and 
get through with this matter, which has been half 
passed upon already by this House and the Senate, 
there can be but one motion now introduced that 
is in order, which will cause the business to pro- 
gress, and that is, sir, that the committeerise. I 
intend, if the committee rise, to present the reso- 
lution I have indicated, which I hope may pass. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
Chairman, to a question of order. I had the floor 
and yielded it but for the reading of the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. | 
Tayior,| to learn to what end that amendment 
was submitted. I did not think proper to inter- 
rupt the gentleman from Arkansas while he was 
addressing the committee. My question of order 
is, that the gentleman has no right to offer the mo- 
tion, as I am entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am very 
sorry that my friend has been cut off so unceremo- 
niously. I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HARRIS. I undétstand the amendment | 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio is an amend- 
ment to the original section, and that it is in order 
to offer an amendment to the amendment: I there- 
fore offer the amendment which I send to the 
Clerk’s table, to come in after the amendment of 
the first section. 

The amendment was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: 

Provided, That in all cases the assignment shall be ac- 
knowledged or proven by two subscribing witnesses, before | 
some officer authorized to take the probate of deeds, who 
shall certify under bis seal of office that the person making | 
the assigument is personally known to him, or that his or 
her identity has been proven by two credible witnesses. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 move an amendment as a | 
substitute for the whole, in order to simplify the 
subject. ] 

A Member. The gentleman is out of order. | 

Mr. WALSH. Only one word, as was al- | 
lowed the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Bren- | 
ron.] Thedifficulty has been, it is said, that these J 
persons will not understand the particular rules | 
governing these assignments, established by this | 
House. Now, every man in every city under- 
stands the local laws governing the transfer of 
real property. I desire to so amend the bill that 
said assignments shalf be authenticated in all re- 
spects in the transfer of land as authenticated in 
the State where said assignments are made. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise to a point | 


of c: der, which is, that there is a substitute pend- |, 


ing for the whole of the first section; that there is | 
an amendment to an amendment perfecting the | 
first section, and therefore no other amendment | 
is in order, according to my idea of the rules, 
make the question of order. 


The CHAIRMAN, 


oo of the | 


. of the Whole on the state of the Union in five 


I rise, Mr. || 


Ty) 


That is the impression of || 


| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Tay- 
Ler] moved an amendment to the original section, 
which he had a right to do, and the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. ate moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment, which is now the ques- 
tion before the committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If I understand 
aright | would not certainly intervene between any 
gentleman, and any wish he has in regard to the 
offering of an amendment. 1 will say the motion 
I proposed to make is one which will cause the 
advancement of business; and when this step has 
been taken every gentleman will still have in the 
committee, upon the same subject, the right to 
offer amendments. Itherefore move that thecom- | 
mittee rise with reference to the putting a limit 
upon debate. We cannot get along if members 
are permitted to offer all the ideas they desire. 

I move the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. H1- 
BARD] reported that the Committee of the Whole 
had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the joint resolutions 
explanatory of the act, passed 28th of September, 
1850, entitled ** An act granting bounty lands to 
certain officers and soldiérs engaged in the military 
service of the United States,’’ had made progress 
therein, but had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I offer the 
usual resolution for closing debate in Committee 


minutes after the said committee shall have again 
resumed its session. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the rules be 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into || 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. HALL, of Missouri, rose to a privileged 
question, and moved that the House adjourn} 


which motion, upon a division of the House, was || 


agreed to—ayes 64, noes 56. 
So the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN, of New Mexico, gave notice, under 
the rule, of his intention to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to authorize the Governor of New Mexico to call 
an extra session of the Legislature, if the same shall by 
him be considered necessary and expedient, and for other 
purposes ; 

A bill to extend to offieers and enlisted men of the Army, 
and to volunteers and militia called into the service of the 
United States by competent authority, and doing duty in 
New Mexico, the provisions of the act of September 28th, 
1850, making appropriations for the support of the Army; 

A bill to increase the salaries of civil officers in New 
Mexico ; 

A bill to authorize the survey of the public lands in New 
Mexico, and for other purposes ; 

A bill providing for the arming and equipping the militia 
of New Mexico ; and 

A bill to provide fora geological and mineralogical survey 
of New Mexico. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 


By Mr. FAULKNER: The petition of Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richard McSherry, of the United States naval 
service, to recover compensation for extra services per- 
formed in Mexico. 

Also, the petition of Joshua Lewis, a disabled mechanic 
of the national armory at Harper’s Ferry, praying to be 
placed on the pension roll. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The petition of George F. Patten 


GLOBE. 


| cers of the Navy on the subject of cor 
| ishment in the Navy, and a revision o 


|| Mr. GWIN. 





and others, of Bath, for the improvement of Kennebec river 
by the erection of beacons, buoys, andspindles, and for an 
appropriation of $5,000 to complete the same. 


Also, the petition of Francis Tribon, for an invalid pen- || 


sion; and the petition of William Elwell, for the same. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Thomas C. 
Rockwell, Whelan & Co., and many other merchants of 
Philadelphia, asking Congress to purchase the remaining 
stock in the Louisville and Portland canal. 

By Mr. BOWNE: The petition of Joshua R. Sands, 
praying for the payment of the expenses incurred in carry- 
ing out Hon. Wilson Shannon as Minister to Mexico. 

Also, the petition of C. L. Franklin and others, assistant 
marshals of Kings county, southern district of New York, 
for increased compensation for taking the Seventh Census, 

By Mr. CHASTAIN: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Paulding county, Georgia, praying for the extension of mail 
route No. 3376 from Rome to Cedartown, Georgia, to Pump- 
kinville post office, Georgia. 


IN SENATE. 
Trespay, December 23, 1851. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. MorGan. 
FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


the Chair. The proposition submitted by the gen-|| Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 


Dec. 23. 


communicating, in compliance with a r . 
of the Senate of the 19th instant, letters 


esolution 
from offi. 
poral pun- 
f the rules 
a board of naval 


and regulations of the Navy by 
| officers. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Commit 
Affairs, and printed. 
Mr. GWIN. I move that this communication 
with the accompanying papers, be referred to th 
| Committee on Naval Affairs, and be printed for 
the use of the Senate. And TI also give noties 
that instead of calling up the memorial of the Sen, 
| ator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropurap,} as I 
| intended to do to-day, 1 shall postpone calling jt 
up until the 6th of January, when I hope that 
those gentlemen who are in favor of this Practice 


tee on Naval 


|| «will be prepared to give their views upon the 


| subject. 
Mr. DAVIS. I wish merely to say, that this 
| is a question of some interest, agitating the public 
| mind in many quarters to a considerable extent. 
| and I hold that the whole matter should go to the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs, who should take jt 
| into their deliberate consideration, and make 4 
| written report, which may go out to the country. 
I have moved that the commy. 
| nication and papers go to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, and stated that [ will postpane the con. 
sideration of the memorial presented by the Senator 
fram Pennsylvania until the 6th of January. 
The question was taken, and the communication 
| and papers were referred to the Committee op 
| Naval Affairs. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of citi. 

zens of Pennsylvania, praying that the stock 
| owned by individuals in the Louisville and Port- 
land Canal may be purchased by the United States; 
which was referred to the Commitee on Roads 
| and Canals. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the pe- 
tition of Catherine Elmes, widow of Alfred W, 
Elmes, a surgeon in the Army, praying a pension; 

| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted additional doc- 

| uments in relation to the petition of William L. 
| Meredith; which were referred to the Committee 
| on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented the memorial of 
Jesse E. Brown in hisown right, and asadministra- 

| tor of Wm. J. Russell, deceased, complaining that 
injustice has been done him and his intestate in 

| the rejection, by the late Board of Commissioners 

| for settling claims against Mexico, of a large por- 

| tion of their claim for indemnity, and praying that 

| a tribunal may be established for reviewing the 

| decisions of that Board; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. McRAE, it was 


Ordered, That Samuel Colburn have leave to withdraw 
| his petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Charles 8. Jackson, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

| Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 

Preston Starritt and others, and that it be referred to the 

| Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis 

| charged from the further consideration of the petition of W. 

R. Hallett, administrator of Joshua Kennedy, and that it be 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 


| charged from the further consideration of the memon 
| of Richard M. Johnson, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


| Ordered, That the petition of Charles Lee Jones, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


| Ordered, That the petition of John W. Whipple, on the 
| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


| On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 


Ordered, That the heirs of James Bgl! have leave to with 
draw their petition and papers. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. SHIELDS gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to increase the 
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